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"Altonia" rests at the Chinese Temple station. (H Pryer. 6/7/75) 

 

Overleaf: An early view of 1769 (then un-named) and train. This pre-dates the fitting of a 
Perkins diesel engine in the winter of 1963/1964. (J Arthur Dixon Ltd Postcard) 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Alton Towers will be known to most people as one of the countries major tourist attractions – 
a large and popular theme park. Not so well known, and overlooked by many visitors intent 
on sampling the "white knuckle" rides, is the narrow gauge railway that runs through part of 
the park. However the railway predates those rides and the theme park era of Alton Towers 
by some twenty five years, dating back to a time when people came to see the gardens in their 
own right. The railway opened in 1953 and, although still running along the same formation, 
has been shortened over years. For almost forty years, one locomotive worked all the trains 
by itself. Built in 1929, the locomotive was obtained from another similar railway that had 
closed on the outbreak of the Second World War and was and located in the grounds of 
Lilleshall Hall, Shropshire. 
 
This work not only records the history of the Alton Towers Railway and the background to 
the development of Alton Towers as a theme park, but takes the story back to Lilleshall Hall 
to trace the history of hall, gardens and railway that were open to the public between the 
wars. Also included is the history of Trentham Gardens and its railway, which had links to 
both Lilleshall and Alton Towers. For it was from here that additional locomotives and 
rolling stock were obtained for the Alton Towers Railway. The book also includes the other 
railways and transport systems that have operated at Alton Towers over the years. 
 
For a railway that opened as long ago as 1953, it has seldom received much attention and 
virtually nothing has appeared in print about its history. Published pictures of it are very rare, 
during research I only found four. The reasons for this no doubt stem from the fact one has 
always had to pay an admission charge to see the railway! In recent years, especially since 
becoming a theme park in 1980, this has been a not inconsiderable amount. Additionally, the 
fact the railway is a 2 foot gauge "miniature" railway, means that it has fallen between the 
interests of narrow gauge and miniature railway enthusiasts. This is true, to some extent, of 
all of our 2 foot gauge "pleasure" railways. The railway is also very difficult 
photographically, running for most of its length out of sight through woods. This means most 
pictures tend to have been taken in the stations at either end – and this is by no means easy 
either! 
 
It was this lack of pictures and written information, together with a return visit to the railway 
in September 1996 that prompted the start of my research and the subsequent publication of 
this book. I have received much help from fellow narrow gauge and miniature railway 
enthusiasts, as well as staff at Alton Towers (present and past) and local people in the Alton 
area. I am grateful to all – please read the Acknowledgements section! 
 
Since work on this book has commenced the railway has fallen out of use. For two seasons, 
1997 and 1998, no public trains have run – and its future is uncertain. Whatever happens it is 
hoped that this book is a fitting tribute to the railway, its locomotives and the people who 
built it, maintained it and operated it over the years.  
 

Peter Scott 
Reading 

May 1998 
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Lilleshall Abbey & Hall 
 
The present day Lilleshall Hall, now a National Sports Centre, lies in the original estate of 
Lilleshall Abbey, between Newport and Telford in Shropshire. The Abbey, built around 
1227, was surrendered to the crown in 1538 and fell into ruins. The original Hall, located in 
the village of Lilleshall, was completed in 1750 by Sir William Leveson-Gower a descendant 
of James Leveson who purchased the Abbey Estate from the crown in 1543. The Leveson-
Gower family also owned Trentham Hall, located just to the south of Stoke-on-Trent. The 
history of Trentham Hall is covered in Chapter Seven. 
 
However the Hall was considered too modest for Lord Gower, George Leveson-Gower (Sir 
Williams' son) after his marriage to Countess Elizabeth of Sutherland in 1785. The Countess 
instructed the present hall to be built, and completion was in 1829. The Hall was designed by 
Sir Jeffrey Wyatville (1766-1840) and the 2nd Dukes wife, Duchess Harriet. The Duchess 
was also responsible for design of the gardens at Trentham Hall. Lilleshall had 600 acres of 
gardens, the layout also being designed by the Duchess. Access to the New Hall estate was 
off the Wolverhampton to Chester road, through the "Golden Gates", exact replicas of those 
at Buckingham Palace.  
 
A total of five Dukes of Sutherland owned and occasionally lived on the estate and when the 
4th Duke died in June 1913, the 5th Duke, not quite 25 years old succeeded him. At that time 
the family owned the estates of Lilleshall, Trentham, Dunrobin Castle in Scotland and 
Stafford House. Due to the uncertainty caused by the outbreak of the First World War the 5th 
Duke decided it was unwise to have so much capital tied up in land. In 1914 large parts of the 
Lilleshall estate were sold off, followed in 1917 by the Hall and 50 acres of Gardens, which 
were purchased by Sir John Lee. Sir John, in turn, sold the Hall and gardens to Herbert Ford 
in 1927 and this marked the start of the development of the Hall and Gardens into what 
would now be called a tourist attraction. Herbert Ford set up a company called Lilleshall 
Estate Limited with himself as Managing Director. 
 
Herbert Ford was a local man and a member of the Perrins family (of Lea & Perrins 
Worcester Sauce fame) and had made his money from the industry of the Ironbridge Gorge. 
He decided to open the Hall and gardens to the public - "Lovely Lilleshall" the guidebook 
was titled, "see Lilleshall and know the thrill of living" it extolled. Among the attractions 
offered were lunches and teas in the Hall, tennis courts, 18 hole putting greens ("clubs and 
balls furnished"), archery, bowling greens, children's playground, formal gardens, abbey 
ruins and a 2 foot gauge railway. 
 
 
 

CHAPTER ONE 
LILLESHALL HALL & RAILWAY 

FROM STATELY HOME TO  
PLEASURE GARDENS 
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Lilleshall Abbey & Woodland Railway 
 
The decision to build a railway was made early in 1928, with the estate staff undertaking the 
work. They had to work both day and night shifts for three weeks to allow the 2 foot gauge 
line to be ready for the official opening on Easter Saturday, 7th April 1928. The whole 
operation must have been rather hurried, as the locomotive and stock were not dispatched 
from the manufacturers until three days before, on Wednesday 4th April! The completed line 
was a balloon loop, giving a track length of around 1 mile and a full ride of almost 1¼ miles. 
 
The line started at "Lilleshall Hall Station" (SJ748144), situated in the southwest corner of 
the section of gardens immediately to the rear of the hall. Here a single ground level platform 
and run round loop were provided, along with a small (4ft 4in diameter) turntable to allow the 
locomotive to be turned at the end of each journey. The line then ran away to the south west 
across some lawns, before turning more to the west on a falling gradient to run through 
Abbey Woods, where a large return loop featured, with "Abbey Station" (SJ741141) situated 
at the furthest extent. A track diagram appears on page nine. Each station featured a neat 
octagonal thatched roofed building from which tickets were sold. The hurried construction 
led to some improvements being made to the track over the winter of 1928/1929. It was 
found that the gradient on the return section of the loop was too severe, so a thousand tons of 
rock were used to build up the embankment at and around Abbey Station. A rockery was 
formed on the embankment at the station. 
 
Apart from an attraction in its own right the railway took visitors from the Hall down through 
the Woods to the Abbey ruins. A path linked the station to the ruins. The guidebook 
described the railway as follows: "... But just then you spy out the miniature railway train and 
as its whistle blows preparatory to starting you suddenly find things have been decided for 
you. The one thing in the world you are sure you long to do is ride on that amusing little 
train. How important the engine appears, and how delightfully absurd. So you hurry off to 
join the happy crowd on a journey through woods as enchanting as any magic forest could 
ever be. At the Abbey station, deep in the forest, you reluctantly leave the train". Here visitors 
had a short walk to the Abbey ruins and afterwards were advised to return via a stroll along 
Duchess Walk, "....provided you can resist returning by the miniature railway". 
 
The rolling stock for the line was obtained from Baguley (Engineers) Ltd, of Shobnall Road, 
Burton-on-Trent. A brief history of this company appears in Appendix One. The locomotive 
was ordered by Herbert Fords' Agent, J Brookes of Lewisham Road, Smethwick, 
Birmingham on 8th March 1928 (although a fair amount of work had been done on it by 
then). The order note stated "One 15/16HP Internal Combustion Locomotive Tractor fitted 
with cylinders 4½"dia x 5" stroke No.1695. Engine to be fitted with Simms SF2 Magneto and 
No.36 Zenith Carburettor, wheels 18" cast steel, for rail gauge of 2' 0". To be delivered 
Lilleshall Estate not later than April 2nd. Engine to be lengthened as arranged and painted 
green and black. To be delivered by road direct to site". As mentioned above the loco was in 
fact dispatched to Lilleshall on 4th April 1928, just two days late! Works number 1695, was a 
0-4-0 costing £260, not unlike earlier industrial petrol powered machines built by Baguley 
Ltd, however the agent wanted the engine to be more realistic (ie more like a steam loco!), so 
the basic Baguley design had to be modified with reduced height. The end result was a 
strange looking affair, hardly "steam outline" at all! A two cylinder 15hp petrol engine was 
fitted. The decision to use petrol as opposed to steam power was apparently taken to protect 
some valuable plants alongside the route of the line from damage caused by steam or smoke 
and to reduce the risk of fire in Abbey Woods.  
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The 1928 built locomotive (works number 1695) is seen here in Lilleshall Hall Station, 
the main station on the line. The run round loop is visible in the bottom left hand corner. 
At least four of the 4 wheel coaches can be seen. Note the thatched roofed ticket office 

above the coaches, behind the station signboard. 
(RAP Co Ltd Postcard) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The more successful 1929 built locomotive (works number 1769) is stood in Abbey 
Station, which was located on a return loop in the woods. Here passengers  

alighted to walk to the Abbey ruins. The sign posts reads: "To the abbey ruins. 
Teas & Refreshments at the Abbey Cottage". The title on the postcard 

gives yet another name for the railway! 
(Real Photograph Postcard) 
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A set of four wheeled coaches was also supplied. Baguley Works Order 136, dated 8th March 
1928, was for "THREE trailer cars to carry 12 passengers on a rail gauge of 2' 0". To be 
delivered to the Lilleshall Park estate April 2nd 1928". The coaches were built "Jaunting-car" 
style with bench seats along the middle of the coach, allowing the passengers to sit and see 
out from the side of the train, enjoying an unhindered view, albeit on one side only! A 
footboard ran the length of each side of the coach. One of these was probably a brake coach, 
as a drawing dated 3rd April 1928 shows the brake detail and arrangements. The brake was 
merely operated by manually turning a handle on one end of the coach. Photographs show 
that this coach was usually marshalled towards the middle of the train. 
 
As well as making some improvements to the track a second locomotive was ordered on 8th 
February 1929 from Baguley Ltd. Works number 1769 another 0-4-0, delivered on 16th May 
1929 at a cost of £400, was a much better machine all round. For a start it looked much more 
like a steam loco with a smartly polished brass smoke box door, chimney and dome. Engine 
size was four cylinder 20/25hp and was much better able to move the loads on the now 
popular railway. After the delivery of 1769, 1695 was not used very often, being available as 
standby to 1769 if required. This must have come as a blessing to the estate staff as 1695 was 
very difficult to start, taking as many as three people at times! 
 
Both locomotives had the letters L.A.W.R. on their sides and this conforms to a number 
different versions of the lines name known to have been used. Lilleshall Abbey Woodland 
Railway, Lilleshall and Woodland Railway, Lilleshall and Abbey Woods Railway are 
examples! Both locomotives were finished in a Brunswick Green livery with 1695 having a 
copper capped chimney, which it must have given it a strangely GWR like appearance! 
 
Although the 1928 Works Order 136 was for only three coaches, the full stock of the railway 
was later six coaches. It seems that some more were supplied in 1935 and appear to have 
been completed in the autumn of that year. Conversely the photograph, dated 1935, in the 
Baguley photograph album shows a brake coach and does not state the number built although 
it refers to "Trailers". Some pictures of 1695 at work show it hauling four coach trains. What 
is certain, there were finally six coaches, of which one was a brake. 
 
The line then seems to have quietly gone about its business, carrying passengers between the 
Hall and Abbey ruins, through the gardens and woods, until the outbreak of the Second 
World War in September 1939. Then the Hall, gardens and railway were closed to the public. 
The track was lifted, but the locomotives were stored on site in a garage. It is assumed the 
coaches were stored likewise. This building had been used to store the locomotives each 
winter, but was not rail connected to the line itself. Initially the Cheltenham Ladies College 
used the Hall as a refuge during bombing raids and later Dr Barnardos used it as an 
orphanage.  
 
In 1949, after the end of the war, the Hall and 10 acres of grounds were sold for £33,000 and 
became the second National Recreation Centre, serving the North of England. However 
Herbert Ford and his wife continued to live there. The centre was ready for use in late 1950 
and was officially opened by the then Princess Elizabeth on 8th June 1951. However in 
autumn 1952, both locomotives slept on, 13 years after the railway on which they worked had 
been closed and lifted. As detailed in Appendix Eight one locomotive was to stay another 
14½ years!  
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Herbert Ford died in 1964, his wife moved out of the Hall in the late 1970's and died in 1980. 
In 1966 the England football team stayed at Lilleshall for two weeks prior to their historic 
victory in the World Cup final at Wembley. Major improvements have taken place over the 
years, and now a National Sports Centre, Lilleshall is home to the Football Associations 
School of Excellence as well as providing facilities for a wide range of other sports, 
conference facilities and accommodation for over 230 residents. It is run on behalf of the 
Sports Council, which owns the Centre, by Lilleshall Sports and Conference Centre Limited. 
A continuing program of improvements and development is planned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LILLESHALL ABBEY & 
WOODLAND RAILWAY 

 

TRACK PLAN 
Derived from photographs, postcards and 

diagram in souvenir guide book 
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Early History: To 1814 
 
The estate of what became Alton Towers lies in North Staffordshire near the village of Alton 
in the Churnet Valley, midway between Stoke-on-Trent and Ashbourne, close to the 
Staffordshire Moorlands and the Peak District National Park. From a glance at the map it 
seems an unlikely place for one of the most popular tourist attractions in the country. 
 
The earliest settlers in the area, from around 3300BC, were New Stone Age people of the 
Neolithic period. The site on which Alton Towers stands, known as Bunbury Hill, was once 
an Iron Age hillfort, occupied from around 250BC. It is also likely that it was inhabited by 
Bronze Age people from before 1200BC. According to local legend, in AD716 the battle of 
Slain Hollow took place, between the Anglo Saxon King Ina and King Ceolred of Mercia. 
The two Kings were said to have battled for a fortress camp near where the present mansion 
stands, a look at the map reveals this to be an ideal such location. King Ina apparently 
camped by what is now known as King Ina's Rock, about a mile to the east. However it seems 
that it is more likely the battle took place in AD715 near Alton Priors in Wiltshire. 
 
By the 1120s the lands around Alton were owned by the de Verduns, a family with their 
origins in Normandy. The most well known member of this family was Bertram (1140-1192), 
a judge and crusader in the reign of Richard the Lion Heart who died at Jaffa (in what is now 
Israel), in 1192. In 1318 ownership of the property passed to the Furnival family when 
Thomas de Furnival married Joan de Verdun. The estate then passed by marriage (in 1406 to 
Maud, eldest daughter of Lord Furnival) to Sir John Talbot (c1384-1453), who became the 
1st Earl of Shrewsbury in 1442. His first known ancestor was Richard de Talbot, who came 
over from a village near Rouen in Normandy. John fought in wars in Wales and Ireland, 
before going to France in 1420 with King Henry V. In 1429 he was captured by Joan of Arc, 
but was exchanged and returned to Ireland, only to return to France and be killed at Castillon 
in 1453. His descendants were no less colourful. The 2nd Earl, his son John, was killed in the 
battle of Northampton in 1460. The 3rd Earl, another John, fought in the battle of St Albans 
in 1455 at the age of 12! The 6th Earl, George, was put in charge of Mary Queen of Scots 
during her imprisonment at Tutbury Castle in Staffordshire. His second wife was the famous 
Bess of Hardwick. The 11th Earl, another Francis, was a supporter of King Charles II and 
was killed in a duel with the Duke of Buckingham in 1667. 
 
 

Gardens Set Out & Alton Towers Built: 1814-1856 
 

However, although the estate had stayed in the hands of the Talbot family for all those years, 
it had been left unattended and apparently unwanted - the family seat being at Heythrop, near 
Chipping Norton in Oxfordshire. It was Charles Talbot, the 15th Earl, who set about turning 
around this neglect and founded the basis of Alton Towers. Born in 1753, he succeeded his 

CHAPTER TWO 
THE HISTORY OF ALTON TOWERS 

FROM IRON AGE CAMP TO  
MAJOR THEME PARK 
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uncle in 1787 at the age of 34. He was said to have been "of a very reserved temper, much 
addicted to music and mechanics". After making a number of visits to the estate Charles and 
his wife decided to make it their home and in 1814 he took up residence in Alveton Lodge 
(Alveton being the ancient name for Alton), an existing farmhouse on the estate occupied by 
his bailiff and on the site of the present mansion. At that time all that surrounded the house 
was farmland and Charles now had the chance to exercise his imagination and talent for 
landscape design. He had already made a start on improving the estate as early as 1794 and in 
1806 extensive planting of trees commenced. But in 1814, along with Robert Abrahams 
(1774-1850) and Thomas Allason (1790-1852), he carefully planned and started to set out 
extensive landscaped gardens. They set in place many of the 19th century follies and 
monuments, like the Chinese Pagoda fountain copied from the To Ho Pagoda in Canton, that 
can still be seen in the gardens today. Whilst working on the gardens he also set about 
enlarging the lodge in the Gothic style. The new house was called Alton Abbey, although it 
had no religious connection.   
 
Charles died in 1827 and was succeeded by his nephew, John, who continued and completed 
the work on the gardens. He erected a monument to his uncle, a copy of one in Athens 
erected in 344BC, with the inscription "He made the desert smile". John made Alton Abbey 
his home following the destruction of Heythrop by fire in 1831 and he vastly extended Alton 
Abbey to make a new mansion. In 1832 John formed a friendship with Augustus Welby 
Northmore Pugin (1812-1852), who designed the entrance lodge, chapel decoration, 
banqueting hall and conservatory. The extended mansion was renamed Alton Towers in 
1840, and was one of the largest private homes in Europe and for around 100 years was one 
of the most famous great mansions in England. Pugin was assisted by Thomas Fradgley, a 
local architect from Uttoxeter, who was to spend twenty years at Alton. Pugin not only 
designed the Houses of Parliament and the interior of the House of Lords, but also five 
Cathedrals and many churches including St Giles in nearby Cheadle. Alton railway station, 
opened on 13th July 1849, on the nearby Churnet Valley line was reputably another of his 
works, although this cannot be confirmed. As early as 1839 the grounds of Alton Towers 
were opened to the public at certain times of the year and with the coming of the railway, the 
number of visitors increased. Appendix Seven contains details about the Churnet Valley 
Railway and Alton station. When John Talbot, the 16th Earl, died in Naples on 9th November 
1852 the cost of extending the mansion and continuing the gardens had exceeded £1 million. 
 
 

Legal Proceedings & Decline: 1856-1924 
 

The 17th Earl of Shrewsbury, Bertram, died in Lisbon on 10th August 1856 at the age of 24 
without an heir, the senior male line thus becoming extinct. This was followed by a famous 
lawsuit, to decide who was to succeed to the estates, the value of which was then estimated as 
£40,000 a year. In 1857, to pay for the legal proceedings, the contents of Alton Towers were 
put up for sale. The 4,000 lots took 29 days to dispose of. The successful claimant, out of 
four, was Henry John Chetwynd, 3rd Earl and 5th Baron Talbot of Ingestre Hall, who 
received the title and estates. Ingestre Hall was (and still is) located in Staffordshire, about 3 
miles east of Stafford not far from Hixon. Henry, the new 18th Earl, gained the title on 10th 
June 1858, but did not take possession of the estates until 1860 and to celebrate held a 
procession on Friday 13th April 1860. The procession started at Uttoxeter and by the time it 
reached Alton Towers it stretched over a mile. 40,000 people were estimated to be in the 
grounds that day. The 18th Earl continued to admit the public to the magnificent gardens and 
grounds at certain times.  
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In 1890 the 20th Earl, Charles Henry John Talbot, started a tradition of holding summer fetes 
during August in the gardens, with stalls, illuminations, firework displays and clowns as 
attractions to draw the public. The entry fee charged was a shilling (5p). For the 1891 Fete 
thirty additional trains were run to bring in the visitors. The 20th Earl also had an interest in 
motor cars and this led to the formation of the Talbot Motor Company, this later becoming 
Sunbeam Talbot by merger. This company was then acquired by Chrysler and when in 1978 
the European operations of Chrysler were bought by Peugeot – the Talbot name was 
reintroduced to launch a new generation of cars. Due to his motor car and sporting interests 
the Earl spent most of his time at Ingestre Hall living apart, from 1896 by agreement, from 
his wife at Alton Towers. The Earl paid his wife an annual allowance of £4,000 for the up 
keep, but later failed to make the payments until, in 1905, he was forced to restart them. 
However during this time the house and gardens were neglected. The majority of the estate 
was sold in 1918 and while the 20th Earl died in 1921, his wife continued to live there until 
1923. In 1924 the remaining estate and the mansion itself was sold to a group of local 
businessmen, so ending around 500 years of ownership by the Talbot family and the Earls of 
Shrewsbury. 
 
 

Alton Towers Limited & Second World War: 1924-1952 
 

The businessmen formed Alton Towers Ltd, and a major shareholder was a William 
Stansford Bagshaw, an estate agent from Uttoxeter, who obtained shares for his two sons 
Denis and Anthony. The company employed a team of gardeners to restore the gardens that 
had received scant attention since the early 1900s. Catering facilities were also provided and 
each summer the gardens and woodland walks were open to the public. In June 1928 a 
pageant was held by the Women's Institutes when 1,500 years of Staffordshire History were 
acted before a large crowd. The grounds remained open to the public right up to the outbreak 
of the Second World War in September 1939.  
 
The mansion was requisitioned by the Ministry of War and used as a training centre by the 
army for young officer cadets. Naturally during this time the gardens remained untended and 
neglect took its toll on the estate. By the end of the war in May 1945 the house was in a very 
dilapidated condition, but to make things worse, the Ministry did not hand it back to Alton 
Towers Ltd until 1951. By then leaking roofs, wet and dry rot and general neglect had 
affected the floors and ceilings, meaning the interior had to be demolished leaving just an 
empty shell. Denis Bagshaw had negotiated some compensation from the Ministry of 
Defence, but it was insufficient to undertake the extensive repairs required to the mansion. At 
this time the original company went into voluntary liquidation, and in 1952 a new company, 
also called Alton Towers Limited, was formed. Anthony and Denis Bagshaw were 
shareholders. After some restoration work the gardens were once again open to public from 
late spring 1952 for the first time since 1939. The June edition of "Staffordshire Life" carried 
an advert that stated: "Now reopened to the Public. Daily including Sundays. The most 
wonderful Gardens in the British Isles". Admission was 1/6 adults and 9d children. 
 
 

Railway Built and Slow Development: 1953-1973 
 

Once again the gardens proved popular to the public, and slowly extra facilities and 
attractions were added. The subject of this work, the Narrow Gauge Railway, opened at 
Easter 1953. By this time there was boating and fishing on the lakes and licensed catering. 
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"Celebrated" bands also played on Sunday afternoons. For example, Easter Sunday and 
Monday 1953 featured RIST's Cable Works band. In September 1954, Motor Cycle Road 
Racing started in the park. 1957 saw a large Model Railway opened in the former Chapel of 
the Mansion and Sea Lions became a feature in the grounds. In May 1963 a chair lift system 
opened, and by that time Donkey rides and a Pottery studio also featured. Admission was 
then 3/- adults and 1/6d children. Opening was daily from Good Friday to the first weekend 
in October, from 09.30 to dusk. 
 
 

John Broome Arrives & Opening as a Theme Park: 1973-1990 
 

Ten years later in 1973, the bands still played on a Sunday afternoon and much was the same. 
The Planetarium had been added, along with some amusements, admission was 35p adults 
and 17½p children. However the first signs of big changes to come occurred in that year with 
the arrival of one John Broome. In 1973 he acquired a ride franchise, Alton Towers Limited 
still being run by the Bagshaw family at this time. John Broome was to totally transform 
Alton Towers, from a modest tourist attraction based on the gardens, to the most popular 
theme park in the country. He started slowly, and it was in 1980 he relaunched Alton Towers 
as a theme park, which has continued to expand and develop. John Lawson Broome was born 
on 2nd August 1943 in Chester, the son of a headmaster who once played football for 
Oldham Athletic. Following success in the property development market, he came to Alton 
Towers in 1973 when, as mentioned, he acquired a ride franchise, which included the 
railway. In the same year he married Jane Bagshaw, Denis Bagshaw's daughter. From 1974 
onwards, with his accumulated wealth of £15m and aided by his marriage, he set about the 
transformation of Alton Towers. He bought out the existing concessions and became 
Chairman. He was convinced he could turn Alton Towers into a Disney style theme Park and 
he visited leading parks in many countries before laying his plans. By 1978 the "Towers 
Express" a road train was operating in the park and in 1979, the last year before becoming a 
theme park, go-karts and a Dinosaur land were added. Admission was £1.00 adults and 50p 
children. 
 
In 1980 John Broome relaunched Alton Towers as a theme park. The £2.50 entrance fee 
included all rides and entertainments. The famous Corkscrew ride was opened at this time 
and was Britain's first double loop rollercoaster. Also opened in 1980 were the Pirate Ship 
and Cine 2000. More major rides followed. In 1981 the Log Flume opened, at that time the 
longest in the world. Adventureland (for 4-11 year olds) and the Talbot restaurant opened in 
1982, the year John Broome was elected a member of the English Tourist Board in 
recognition of his contribution to the leisure industry. Admission was £3.00. Development 
continued apace - 1983 saw the opening of the Black Hole rollercoaster and by 1984, Around 
the World in 80 days, Doom and Sons, 1001 nights, Dragon rollercoaster, Waveswinger and 
Enterprise had all opened. All this was to good affect, as by 1984 Alton Towers had become 
the most popular paid admission attraction in the country, outside London, with nearly two 
million visitors during its seven month season.  On Easter Monday 1984, 35,000 people 
visited. In that year John Broome was the first British entrepreneur to be elected to the 
Executive committee of the International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions. 
Apart from all the development of the theme park, starting in January 1976, work was done to 
the Towers itself and in 1984 Alton Towers Limited was given the Civic Trust Award for the 
company's restoration and conservation of the Banqueting Hall and Conservatories. 
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In 1985 admission was £4.99 for adults and children and profits were £3m, with 1,000 people 
employed in the peak season and 400 in the winter. A new entrance area, Towers Street, was 
opened in 1986. Two large developments took place in 1987. Firstly the chair lift installed in 
1963 was replaced by a new longer "Sky Ride" system of cable cars. But probably the most 
notable new feature for visitors was the installation of a Monorail, to convey visitors from the 
car parks to the entrance. This most impressive system, costing £15m, replaced the Road 
Trains performing the same function. The Monorail gives the visitor a superb first taste of the 
park, and is completely free! Two more rollercoasters were installed in 1988 – The Beast and 
The Mouse. The 1988 results for Alton Towers Limited showed a gross operating profit of 
£9,176,000 on a turnover of £20,192,000. John Broome's vision of what Alton Towers would 
be like by 1989 included a Motorway link, Railway station, Monorail and a Hotel. As we 
have seen the Monorail opened in 1987, the Hotel was to come much later but the Motorway 
and rail link remain pipe dreams. However events that had been unfolding elsewhere would 
mean John Broome losing control and Alton Towers changing hands in 1990. 
 
 

Tussaunds Take Over & Further Development: 1990 onwards 
 

The large coal fired Battersea Power Station in south London was closed by the Central 
Electricity Generating Board (CEGB) in 1983. Designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott and built 
in 1933, it is the largest brick building in the world and in 1980 it was listed for its 
architectural and historical interest. John Broome planned to turn the Power Station into a 
"colossal pleasure palace" employing 6,000 people, featuring a frozen lake with Ice shows, 
shopping malls, rides, restaurants and theatres. "The Battersea" was to open on 21st May 
1990 and would have been connected to Victoria Station by a special service of dedicated 
"Battersea Bullet" trains. Original estimates put the cost of the project as £34m. By 1986 this 
had risen to £50m, and when the CEGB handed over the site in 1987 it was £135m. The 8th 
June 1988 saw the then Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, on hand to give the project her 
blessing, costs had by then gone up to £170m and by January 1989 to £228m! Although John 
Broome thought that he had proper financial backing (from banks in Canada and Japan), with 
Alton Towers and land around the power station as security, the cost of borrowing money 
was increasing rapidly. On 29th March 1989 the building contractor, Sir Robert McAlpine, 
stopped work on the site as the banks refused to extend any more credit to John Broome. To 
retain control of the Battersea project, John Broome put Alton Towers up for sale. In April 
1990, the Tussauds Group, part of Pearson plc obtained Alton Towers, reportedly for over 
£50m. In 1993 ownership of Battersea Power Station passed to the Kwang family, Hong 
Kong property developers. In Spring 1998 the site still lies derelict, although in December 
1997 some concerts took place in a temporary arena, billed as the "largest temporary mobile 
arena in the world". 
 
The Tussauds Group were already owners of other tourist attractions in the country: Madame 
Tussauds in London, Chessington World of Adventures and Warwick Castle. They spent 
1991 evaluating and researching the future of Alton Towers. The result of this research was 
an investment of £10m and the start of work on three new sites. The new sites were to be: 
Katanga Canyon, Gloomy Wood and Forbidden Valley. The later is home to the famous 
Nemesis ride, the "ultimate thrill sensation", opened in 1994. In the same year Toyland Tours 
ride opened and together these rides cost £12m. 1995 saw the replacement of 1001 nights by 
the Energizer ride, along with new rides in the Farm area. Part of John Broome's vision of 
Alton Towers in 1989 came true in 1996 with the opening of a 175 room Hotel. For the fifth 
year running, with 2,749,000 visitors in 1996 (42,000 increase on 1995), Alton Towers was 
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the country's most visited tourist attraction charging admissions. Second was Madame 
Tussauds, as mentioned, part of the same group. The hotel was booked solid for three months 
in the summer of 1997. Over 1,300 staff are now employed during the opening season, with 
125 different rides or attractions available to visitors. The park is open daily from mid March 
until the end of October.  
 
Development and improvement continue, in 1997 the Ripsaw ride (costing £2.5m) opened, 
along with the Nickelodeon interactive play area. The 1998 season saw the opening of 
"Oblivion" a new ride costing £12m. This ride, the first of its type in the world, features a 
vertical drop of 180 feet, through a hole in the ground at around 60mph! Alton Towers has 
certainly seen massive changes: from Iron Age Camp, to Stately Home, Pleasure Gardens, 
Amusement Park and finally to multimillion pound Theme Park. 
 
 
 

 
A view across part of the gardens. Clearly seen, just right of centre, is the monument 

erected by John, the 16th Earl, in memory of his uncle's work in making the 
gardens. It is a replica of the Choragic Monument to Lysicrates, erected in 

Athens in 344BC, and bears the inscription: "He made the desert smile". Although it 
is a Bank Holiday Saturday and the Park was very busy, the gardens look empty! 

(P Scott. 27/5/89) 
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Introduction 
 
When Alton Towers opened to the public in the late spring of 1952, for the first time since 
before the Second World War in September 1939, it was just the gardens and grounds that 
were re-opened. The mansion house was just a shell, ravaged by the thirteen years of neglect. 
As mentioned in Chapter Two, a new company called Alton Towers Limited was formed in 
1952 to run the estate. No doubt one of the aims of the new company was to provide extra 
attractions for the many visitors that came to visit the famous gardens and a Narrow Gauge or 
Miniature Railway was high on their list. 
 

Rolling Stock Acquired 
 
How Alton Towers Limited came to know about the locomotives and stock laying in store at 
Lilleshall Hall in Shropshire is not known, they may have been advertised for sale, or it could 
have been just word of mouth. Chapter One dealt with the history of Lilleshall Hall and its 
railway, and the story finished with the locomotives and stock in store, the railway having 
been closed and lifted on the outbreak of the Second World War. Anyhow in October 1952 
Alton Towers Limited purchased the larger, 1929 built 20/25HP locomotive, works number 
1769 and the six coaches. Left behind was the 1928 built locomotive, works number 1695, 
however we shall to return to this locomotive in Appendix Eight. 
 
It must be remembered that 1769 had last been used in 1939, thirteen years previous and 
although stored undercover was in need of some attention. The coaches were probably in a 
similar state. All were returned to E E Baguley Limited of Burton-on-Trent, the successors to 
their manufacturer Baguley (Engineers) Limited. The locomotive received the required 
attention to make it serviceable again, but the coaches were completely rebuilt. Baguley 
Drawing Number SK1646 (which refers to WO136) is for "Trailer Car 12 passengers. As 
modified for Alton Towers". The drawing is stamped 26 Nov 1952. The coaches were 
converted to "toast-rack" style, with seats across the coach as opposed to the unusual 
"jaunting car" style employed at Lilleshall. 1769 and its rake of six coaches were therefore 
ready for their next lease of life.  
 

Construction and Opening 
 
Unfortunately, little seems to be known about the actual construction and opening of the new 
2 foot gauge railway at Alton Towers. The local papers appeared to have ignored it 
completely. Apart from servicing the locomotive and rebuilding the coaching stock, E E 
Baguley Ltd also laid the track. In the company records there is a document, dated 30th 
January 1953, headed "Thos W Ward Limited, Sheffield", which states: "Section No: BSM. 
Weight per yard 14 pounds. Supplied to Alton Towers". It would appear therefore the rails 
were obtained new from Thomas Ward of Sheffield and that construction was under way in 
January of 1953. However the small turntable from Lilleshall reappeared at Alton Towers (It 
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was still there in November 1997!). The route chosen (mostly along a former estate drive) did 
not entail any significant earthworks and with favourable weather (the local paper the 
Evening Sentinel reported on Wednesday 25th March 1953 that the period from the end of 
February to mid March saw no rain and was the driest spring for sixty years) construction 
probably did not take very long. The locomotive was delivered to Alton Towers on Thursday 
26th March 1953. Livery was maroon lined out in yellow, with a black "smokebox" and 
polished brass "smokebox door". 1769 has carried this livery throughout its life at Alton 
Towers. The coaches were painted maroon and black to match. 
 
It would seem from an advert placed in the April 1953 edition of the Staffordshire Life that 
the railway opened on Good Friday, 3rd April 1953 - the first day of the Alton Towers 
opening season. Among the other facilities, the advert mentions "Miniature Railway in the 
Gardens". Note the railway was referred to as Miniature, although in true railway terms it is 
Narrow Gauge. The weather for the opening was not so kind as for its building. For the 
Easter weekend the weather was reported as being "rather cold and showery, with hail, snow, 
sleet and some bright spells". All in all a typical Easter! However Alton Towers was now the 
proud owner of a new railway (although the stock was secondhand), to act as an added 
attraction to the gardens and other facilities that were being planned or added. 
 

The Route Described 
 
The route as described here is for the line at the time of its opening in April 1953.  
 
The main station was located near the northern corner of the Ingestre Courtyard at 
SK07464360. The quadrangle known as Ingestre Courtyard, located about ¼ mile away from 
the mansion across a lake, was built as a stable block in the 1830s. By the time of the railway 
opening it provided staff accommodation, café, bar and store area. The name Ingestre comes 
from the Ingestre Estate, near Stafford, from where the 18th Earl came to claim Alton 
Towers. Ingestre Station comprised a single platform with a separate entrance and exit, 
together with a run round loop. This loop actually passed through the shed that housed the 
locomotive and stock. The headshunt was long enough to store two coaches, when at quieter 
times not all stock was in use. The shed was a wooden structure, about the same length as the 
platform. A small hut on the platform was used to sell tickets. 
 
Leaving Ingestre Station the line ran behind the northeastern side of Ingestre Courtyard, 
before turning almost due south, passing under a footbridge, climbing and then turning east to 
join the formation of Quixhill Drive. One of two long drives to Alton Towers, Quixhill Drive 
ran for about 2½ miles along the Churnet Valley passing above Slain Hollow (the battle site 
referred to in Chapter One) and near to King Ina's rock. Running along the Drive the railway 
ran through a wooded area, climbing as it did so. A second footbridge over the railway was 
provided on this section and these allowed visitors to cross the railway when entering the 
grounds from the car parks. The line now turned to the southwest, following the edge of 
Temple Lake, still on the formation of Quixhill Drive. 
 
Turning to the southeast the line reached its terminus at Temple Station, close to the Chinese 
Temple. More correctly known as Prospect Tower, the "Chinese Temple" consists of three 
storeys, built largely of cast iron. Temple Station, located at SK07794333, simply consisted 
of a single platform with a run round loop on the eastern side. The total length of the line 
from stop block to stop block was about 650 yards. In all the line climbed just over 8 feet 
from Ingestre up to Temple. 
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The first known photograph of the Alton Towers Railway, believed to have been  
taken just before the opening of the railway in April 1953. Leaning from the  
cab of freshly overhauled 1769, is Arnold Smith one of the first drivers on  

the new railway. It is not known what the strange appendage in the chimney is!  
(From an original 2" square print, photographer not known) 

 

A Postcard published by Frith & Co (details in Appendix Five) just after the 
opening of the Railway. The location is the Ingestre end of the line. To the right 

of the train is the shed. The touch up artist has added fake smoke coming from the  
"chimney" of 1769! Prospective passengers can be seen queuing up by the ticket office. 

(Courtesy The Francis Frith Collection) 
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A view of a four coach train taken from the footbridge at the east end of 
Ingestre Courtyard. The scene today in this area is totally different. 

(S A Leleux. 24/7/71) 

 

Pictures of a train "on the move" are rare. Here "Altonia" approaches the second 
footbridge on the line. The line is curving to the left to follow Temple Lake. 

(D Johnson. 24/9/76) 
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A nice view of "Altonia" at the Chinese Temple end of the line around the late 1960s.  
By then the loop had been removed and the line slightly shortened. 

(S V F Leleux. c late 1960s) 
 

 

Another view of the Chinese Temple end of the line. The space occupied by 
the start of the run-round loop can be seen to the right of "Altonia". 

(D Holroyde. 21/8/78) 
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Introduction 
 
Changes to the railway have, inevitably, followed developments and alterations to Alton 
Towers generally. Therefore the early years of the railway and up to the 1970s saw little 
change. But as Alton Towers rapidly developed from the late 1970s, this period saw much 
change to the railway. More extensive alterations occurred in the early 1990s after Alton 
Towers changed hands in 1990.  
 
Guide books and leaflets have differed in what the railway has been called the over years. 
From opening and through the 1950s the title "Miniature Railway" was used. By 1963 and 
until at least 1980, the term "Scenic Railway" was normally employed. A return to "Miniature 
Railway" then held sway until the railway was upgraded in 1993, where from it was known 
as "Park Railway". 
 
 

1953 – 1969 
 
As far as is known the opening and subsequent operation of the railway went off without any 
major snags. The railway appeared in the 1954 guidebook entitled The Rose Garden of 
England, accompanied by a small line drawing of a LNER class A4 locomotive! There was 
also a photograph showing the train running over the freshly laid track. 
 
The next time the railway comes to notice is the winter of 1958/1959. A receipt dated 18th 
February 1959 in the Baguley records, headed Locomotive No.1769 states: "Dismantling 
from locomotive two pairs of wheels and axles complete with boxes, and one set of coupling 
rods. Cleaning down and examining axleboxes and side rods. Turning wheels and shrinking 
on four tyres. Re-assembling locomotive". This was obviously a full overhaul of the running 
gear, and might suggest not much attention was paid to these items in the 1952 overhaul. 
 
From May 1963 the railway had some competition for transport within the grounds, with the 
opening of a new Cable Car system. This ran from adjacent to Ingestre Station to close to 
Temple Station, thus virtually paralleling the railway. The system is described in more detail 
in Chapter Six.  
 
Around 1962, the run round loops at both Ingestre and Temple were taken out of use. This 
may have been done as part of the work to install the Cable Car system, whose station at the 
Temple end was close to the railway. Not all drivers used the loops anyway, especially when 
at quiet times only four coaches were used. On those occasions the brake coach was not 
included in the train, so running round the unsecured coaches could be tricky! Also by the 
end of the 1963 season the original Baguley petrol engine had been in situ for 34 years, 
although only in use for 21 of these. Therefore 1769 was returned to E E Baguley Ltd for a 
major rebuild and re-engine. The Baguley works reference for the work was S4/64. 
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ALTON TOWERS RAILWAY 
 

TRACK PLAN: 1953 -1980 

Note: Run-round loops, at each end, 
taken out of use and lifted around 
1962/1963. Line into shed (from 

South end) at Ingestre end retained. 
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Looking past the cab of 1769, we can see the points that led into the shed.  
Also visible is the ballast wagon, off the track, by the point lever. 

(S V F Leleux. c late 1960s) 
 

 

A side view of 1769, by then named "Altonia", at Ingestre Station. Note the  
missing buffer! The ballast wagon is again just visible on the right.  

(S V F Leleux. c late 1960s) 
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A new Perkins type 3.152, 3 cylinder, 27HP diesel engine was fitted. The record card gave 
the normal RPM as 2000 and normal HP as 39. A Borg & Beck type 12RD clutch was fitted, 
with Baguley type gearbox and final drive. 1769 was delivered back to Alton Towers on 26th 
March 1964, just in time for the start of the season the next day! The most noticeable new 
features on the rebuilt locomotive were the Perkins badges carried on the "smokebox" saddle 
and on the rear of the cab, and the air filter on the top of the "boiler" just in front of the cab. 
 
Sometime before the end of the 1969 season, but after 1966, 1769 was named "Altonia". The 
naming of the locomotive was requested by the drivers who got fed up with being asked, 
"What's it's name mister?" up to 8 hours every day! The name was chosen by Denis Bagshaw 
and was painted in an attractive scroll on the side engine covers under a crest. The crest 
appears to be a lion holding a plaque on which Alton Towers is inscribed.  
 
 

1970 – 1980 
 
Between July 1971 and the end of the 1974 season, "Altonia" had a pair of air horns fitted to 
the cab roof. Sometime around 1975 the shed was rebuilt and a canopy, attached to the shed, 
added to cover the station platform. This provided waiting passengers with some shelter for 
the first time!  
 
By the late 1970s John Broome had taken over Alton Towers and had great plans for the 
future. It seems he intended at that time to use the railway to bring visitors into the Park. 
Those plans never came to fruition, as the number of visitors grew quickly to such a number 
that the railway would not be able to manage. However, John Broome, with his railway 
enlargement plans in mind, had obtained a 15" gauge 4-4-2 steam locomotive. Named "John" 
(presumably this is why John Broome selected this particular locomotive!) and numbered 103 
it was built in 1921 (reported as "nearing completion" in April of that year) by Albert Barnes 
at his Albion Works in Rhyl, for the Rhyl Miniature Railway. This line, built by Miniature 
Railways of Great Britain Ltd, was opened on 1st May 1911 and ran for 1,700 yards around 
the perimeter of the 31 acre Marine Lake in Rhyl on the North Wales coast. "John" was one 
of six identical 4-4-2 locomotives built by Barnes to a Henry Greenly design and ran on the 
Rhyl Miniature Railway until the end of the 1969 season, when the end of the site lease 
forced its closure. The track was lifted in 1970. Following closure the then owners Rhyl 
Amusements Ltd put the four Barnes locomotives still at Rhyl, including "John", into store. 
Two of the locomotives were soon sold on, while "John" and the fourth locomotive were 
overhauled, ready to be sold, in the Rhyl Amusements workshop in Rhyl. One employee 
being brought out of retirement to assist with this work. "John" was purchased by John 
Broome in 1978 and was delivered to Alton Towers around October of that year. For the first 
time in 26 years "Altonia" had company!  
 
Despite the railway expansion plans falling through, it was still intended that "John" would 
haul the 2 foot gauge coaches, using a third 15" gauge rail. However, this did not happen and 
although around 80 yards of mixed track was laid at Ingestre Station, "John" only ever ran in 
light steam up and down this short length for demonstration purposes – while "Altonia" was 
away at the Temple end of the line! Meanwhile back at Rhyl, the railway had reopened on 8th 
July 1978 and by the summer of 1980 haulage contractor Les Hughes held the concession. 
Hughes owned four of the 4-4-2 locomotives and was said, in October 1980, to be negotiating 
for "John". Nothing came of this and "John" was to remain at Alton Towers for a few more 
years.  
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"Altonia" stands in Ingestre Station. The Perkins badge on the "smokebox" saddle 
was added at the 1963/1964 rebuild. The platform surface is now concrete.  

(S A Leleux. 24/7/71) 
 

 

A similar view five years later. The station now has a canopy and the shed appears 
to have been rebuilt, or re-clad. Passengers were scarce on this, a wet afternoon. 

(D Johnson. 24/9/76) 
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The Barnes 4-4-2 "John" in light steam in Ingestre Station. Note the mixed gauge track. 
"Altonia" is visible behind, now turned to be "chimney first" when returning to Ingestre 
Station. When "Altonia" was out at the Temple end, "John" would run up and down the  

short length of 15" gauge track, returning when "Altonia" was heard approaching! 
(© J K Williams, courtesy N R Knight. 15/4/79) 

 
 
Ever since the railway opened in 1953 it would appear from photographs that "Altonia" 
always faced towards the Temple end of the line. For the 1979 season it was turned to face 
the Ingestre end and has remained that way ever since. The reason for the change was 
apparently due to the pending track changes, with the loco at the Temple end removal off the 
line, by crane, for overhaul or repairs would become impossible. In the winter of 1980/1981 
"Altonia" returned to the works of Baguley-Drewry Ltd, where the locomotive was rebuilt 
with hydraulic transmission (also known as hydrostatic drive). 
 
 

1981 – 1992 
 
The Park expansion plans in the end did not mean extension or expansion for the railway, but 
as we shall see, the railway was to lose its main station, shed and some of its track length. 
 
1980 had seen Alton Towers open for the first time as a theme Park and from this time a 
number of major new rides were being planned or constructed. One of these was the Log 
Flume, which when it opened in 1981, was the longest ride of its type in the world. Covering 
5½ acres, it is 2,600 feet long with 35 log shaped boats, which offer a 5 minute journey. The 
Log Flume was built in the area immediately to the east Ingestre Courtyard and just to the 
north of the railway. Although the Log Flume would not have directly impinged on the 
railway, the access into it would have been across the railway and was probably considered 
undesirable if not dangerous. So, for the start of the 1981 season, Ingestre Station and the 
shed were abandoned and the railway cut back to a new station at SK07524348 near the 
corner of the lake. This comprised merely a simple single platform, there being no longer any 
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points on the entire railway. A canopy was provided to keep the weather off the train and 
passengers. The line was now 160 yards shorter at this end. At the Chinese Temple end the 
line had, by the late 1960s, already been shortened slightly. The total length of the line now, 
therefore, was around 465 yards.  
 
The old shed was retained as a maintenance building for other rides, while a short length of 
dual gauge track was retained in the former platform area to accommodate "John". 
Occasional steamings still took place. Following the changes to the railway there was no 
opportunity to use "John", so the remaining track was lifted and the locomotive sold. The 
buyer was Raymond Dunn, the then owner of the Whorlton Lido Railway near Barnard 
Castle in County Durham. "John" was delivered there on 5th March 1985 and was in use for a 
NGRS visit in September of the same year. On 2nd July 1991 "John" moved to the 
Lightwater Valley Railway near Ripon where he was displayed in the locomotive shed, until 
sold into private ownership on 30th April 1996. On special occasions it now runs on the 
Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway in Cumbria.  
 
The old shed was also used as a toilet block, but was demolished after the end of the 1985 
season. In its place the "Tea Cup" ride was constructed. Opened for the 1986 season this ride, 
manufactured in Germany, has a 47 foot turntable with 12 Tea Cups each seating up to five 
people. This ride therefore marks the site of Ingestre Station and shed. Around 1986 the 
remaining footbridge over the line was declared unsafe and removed. 
 

 

"Altonia" stands in the new station at the Ingestre end of the line. The original line curved  
away just behind the locomotive. No passengers despite it being a busy day in the park! 

(J Scott. 27/5/89) 
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ALTON TOWERS RAILWAY 
 

TRACK PLAN: 1981 - 1992 
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"John" stands isolated from the rest of the railway, in what was Ingestre Station. The 
track can be seen to be still dual gauge. The Tea Cup ride now stands here. 

(F Pugh. 16/4/83) 

 

"Altonia" and train await passengers at the Chinese Temple end of the railway. By this time 
the station had straight platforms on either side of the line. This section was lifted after 1992. 

(R Bryant. 20/5/92) 



Alton Towers Railway - Chapter Four: Alterations & Developments 
 

 30  

Between the end of the 1983 season and the start of the 1987 season, the line was very 
slightly shortened at the Chinese Temple end. The new station was on a straight line (at 
SK07784336) the slight curve at the end being removed. This work most likely took place 
when the new Skyride replaced the old Cable Cars – this being done during the winter of 
1986/1987. The railway itself was now able to settle down for a few years, and indeed ran 
from the 1981 season to the end of the 1992 season with little change. It could be said that 
this was the line's low point, with both stations rather hidden from view and a shorter run. 
The 1992 leaflet named the stations as "Swan Lake Halt" for the Ingestre end and "Thunder 
Valley Junction" for Chinese Temple end. 
 
Having operated for some years since its last major overhaul, "Altonia" was due for attention. 
On 7th November 1991 she was dispatched to Beech Engineering Services of Wharf Road, 
Burton-on-Trent. "Altonia" was fully refurbished, with the diesel engine being reconditioned. 
A full repaint was also undertaken. Return to Alton Towers was on 16th March 1992 ready 
for the start of the season on 21st March. The work on "Altonia" was probably done in the 
light of the upgrading of the railway, which was already being planned in the summer of 
1992. Beech Engineering Services also carried out maintenance work on the track between 
20th – 31st January 1992 and 29th – 30th June 1992. The same company also renewed all the 
coach wheels between 31st January 1992 and 13th March 1992.  
 
 

1993 – 1996 
 
Alton Towers changed hands in 1990 and the new owners, Tussauds, spent 1991 evaluating 
the Park. The fruit of this evaluation was a major upgrading of the railway for the start of the 
1993 season. This was to be the biggest change to the railway since its opening in 1953. The 
line was to be shortened again, but with double track and two train operation installed. Both 
stations were resited. It would appear that Alton Towers, along with these changes, wanted to 
bring the railway up to date with the present Railway Inspectorate standards. So for the start 
of its fortieth season in 1993 the railway was to be completely relaid and upgraded. 
 
At the Ingestre end of the railway the station moved to a more visible location. Ironically the 
line regained its old 1953 alignment for a short length. In affect the new station was built at 
right angles to the old, very close to part of the Log Flume. The Mississippi Show Boat was 
removed to make room for the new station. The station, named "Swan Lake Halt" on the 
1993 leaflet, comprised two platforms, as the new line was double track throughout. The two 
tracks were totally independent with no points on the entire system. The station was located 
at SK07514350. Back on the old alignment a cover was built over part of the line to form a 
shelter to store the two trains when not in service. Naturally all trains passed through this 
structure. The canopy from the old station was sold to a local football club! 
 
Unfortunately, the line was again shortened at the Chinese Temple end. The station, named 
"Garden Halt", was built on the curve beside Temple lake at SK07814344. Again this merely 
comprised two platforms with queue barriers. The line was now about 390 yards in length 
stop blocks to stop blocks. 
 
To operate this new double track railway, two train sets were required. To trace the 
background to this we must first move back a few years. The history of Trentham Hall, 
Gardens and its Miniature Railway are in some ways similar to Alton Towers and are 
described in detail in Chapter Seven. Suffice to say here is that John Broome purchased the 
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grounds in 1981 and this included the 2 foot gauge railway with its three locomotives. As 
with Alton Towers, John Broome had great plans for the development of Trentham, but for a 
number of reasons these never came about and he sold the lease in January 1988. The railway 
closed at the end of the 1987 season and John Broome acquired two of the locomotives, 
reportedly for a line inside his new development at Battersea Power Station. Together with 
eight coaches (three braked and five unbraked types), they were delivered to Alton Towers by 
August 1988 and were put into store. The Battersea project failed as related in Chapter Two, 
and by 1992 both locomotives and the coaches were still in store at Alton Towers.  
 
As related in Chapter Seven, the locomotives were both built by E E Baguley Ltd and were of 
similar appearance to "Altonia". The larger of the locomotives 0-6-0 "The Trentham Flyer" 
(formerly named "Dunrobin") No.3014 of 1938 was selected to be the second locomotive for 
the upgraded railway. Beech Engineering Services of Burton-on-Trent successfully quoted 
for the work to completely overhaul the locomotive. It was collected from Alton Towers on 
19th November 1992. The work included: complete dismantling and renewing components as 
required, fitting a reconditioned Perkins 4.236 engine in place of the 4.270, installation of 
Sauer Sunstrand hydraulic transmission in place of the three speed gearbox and a complete 
repaint in British Racing Green. The quoted price for all this work including collection and 
delivery was £11,750. On 15th February 1993 "Altonia" was also dispatched to Beech 
Engineering Services. Both locomotives were fitted with a train braking system, with a 
deadman foot pedal device. "Altonia" was modified to be able to couple to the ex Trentham 
coaches, for the original coaches were to be replaced with eight coaches (three in each train, 
two spare) of the ex Trentham stock. These were bogie carriages. Both locomotives were due 
to be delivered back to Alton Towers on 12th March 1993. 
 
The eight coaches from Trentham were overhauled by Harry Steer Engineering of Breaston, 
near Long Eaton in Derbyshire. The work involved a full overhaul, removing the step boards 
on the non-platform side and the fitting of canopies. The installation of continuous brakes 
was undertaken by Beech Engineering Services, on site at Alton Towers after delivery back 
from Harry Steer. The refurbished coaches were finished in green livery. The six old original 
coaches were put into store. The new upgraded railway opened with the start of the 1993 
season on 21st March 1993. As mentioned the coaches were formed into two rakes of three 
coaches (although for a short time one train had four coaches) to be worked by each 
locomotive. Both locomotives were attached to the Ingestre end of the trains, with "Altonia" 
on the southern of the two tracks. An ex brake coach was marshalled at the opposite end to 
the locomotive, these were modified with a guards seat and equipment installed and the 
removal of one passenger seat. 
 
It had been intended to name the 0-6-0 loco, and a device similar to "Altonia" had been 
placed on the sides of the locomotive. Although "Henry" was considered as a possibility, this 
was never carried out.  During the 1993 season, when required at busy times, both trains 
worked independently and could pass each other out on the line. However, this was stopped 
for the 1994 season, with trains not being allowed to pass on the line. This was done as 
passengers were leaning out and attempting to touch the other train. 
 
During the 1994 season the well known firm of Alan Keef Ltd of Lea Line near Ross-on-Wye 
got involved with the railway for the first time. Mid season they called to re-tyre the wheels 
on the outer two axles of the 0-6-0 loco. The winter of 1994/1995 saw Alan Keef carrying out 
track repairs and re-sleepering, at the same time the Ingestre end station was provided with 
Oleo hydraulic buffers. 



Alton Towers Railway - Chapter Four: Alterations & Developments 
 

 33  

 

A rare picture of 3014 as "The Trentham Flyer". The loco is on a low loader destined for 
Beech Engineering Services for a full overhaul. Note the Monorail tracks behind 3014. 

(T Beech. 19/11/92) 

 

"Altonia" on a train of three ex-Trentham coaches at the new station at the Ingestre  
end of the line. This was on the original alignment of the railway. Note part of  
Log Flume above the loco's chimney. The line is on a gradient at this point. 

(W Rockey. Summer 1994) 
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3014 at the Ingestre end station. Note the Oleo buffers, just visible bottom left, and the 
sand drags. Testimony to problems in stopping here on the falling gradient! 

(J Scott. 15/9/96) 
 

 

A fine view of "Altonia" and 3014 at the new station at the Chinese Temple end.  
It can be clearly seen how much bigger an engine 3014 is. 3014's train is 

loaded and ready to go and was waiting for the photographer to finish!  
(J Scott. 15/9/96) 
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A sad sight indeed. 2085 "The Trentham Express" in store at Alton Towers.  
The loco never ran at Alton Towers and is used as a source of spares. 

(W Rockey. Summer 1994) 
 
In November 1994, both locomotives were sent to Alan Keef for a thorough service and 
assessment of future work. Return to Alton Towers was on 27th February 1995. Following 
another season of work during the summer of 1995, both locomotives were again returned to 
Alan Keef at Lea Line in November 1995. The 0-6-0 was serviced, repainted and lined out. 
"Altonia" was to receive more extensive work. This included a works overhaul of the engine, 
new water tank, wheels re-tyred, new side rod bushes and a complete repaint and lining out. 
Some trackwork was also undertaken and all the wheels on the coaches renewed. The 0-6-0 
was returned to Alton Towers around January 1996 and "Altonia" on 23rd February 1996 for 
the start of the season on 16th March 1996. 
 
During this time Alan Keef purchased the six original coaches that had been in store at Alton 
Towers. These were resold far and wide. Three coaches were sold to David Cunningham, 
who ran a supermarket in Main Street, Roosky in County Roscommon, Ireland. Here Mr 
Cunningham was collecting some 2 foot gauge equipment, for his Roosky Harbour Railway, 
a short private line at the rear of the supermarket. One coach was to be converted to an 
enclosed type. However, in January 1998 the supermarket was sold and the railway closed 
and lifted, with the stock going into store. One coach was sold to Nigel Bowman for use on 
the Launceston Steam Railway in Cornwall, for light duties such as evening diesel runs. The 
other two coaches, including the brake, were obtained by members of the Old Kiln Railway 
at Tilford near Farnham in Surrey for the railway there. The brake coach has been fully 
overhauled with a new floor and re-entered service on 25th May 1997.  
 
Back at Alton Towers, the 1996 season finished on Sunday 3rd November 1996 and, 
although no one knew it then, the last public trains, for at least two seasons (and possibly for 
ever), ran on that day. The locomotives and stock were parked in the shelter to await events.  
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1997 onwards 
 
Unfortunately, it was decided early in 1997 that the railway would not reopen for the 1997 
season. Apparently this was decided due to the amount of work going on elsewhere on site. 
Alan Keef had hoped to overhaul the other locomotive still in store from Trentham. This was 
0-4-0 "The Trentham Express" (formerly named "Golspie") No.2085 of 1934. However, this 
locomotive still languishes out of use and partially dismantled at Alton Towers. Alongside is 
a 4 wheel flat wagon, made out of a skip chassis. This probably also came from Trentham. 
 
Therefore, for the first time since 1952, Alton Towers opened for the season on 15th March 
1997 without a Narrow Gauge Railway for its visitors to ride on. On the 1997 leaflet the route 
and stations had been painted out and replaced with green grass! In fact the railway was kept 
intact with both trains parked in the shelter and track still in place. It was hoped that the 
railway might reopen in June 1997, however it was finally decided in early August that the 
railway would remain shut during 1997. Both trains were run occasionally (non-public) to 
keep them operable. In the hope of reopening, the coaches were fitted with wire mesh on the 
non-platform side to stop passengers putting their arms, or legs out. 
 
By the end of the 1997 season it seemed that a decision to close the railway for good and sell 
the locomotives, coaches and track had been taken. Falling passenger numbers, coupled with 
relatively high staff numbers required to run the trains were probably behind this decision. 
Safety factors were also another consideration. Reopening might have meant rebuilding the 
Ingestre end station on the level. This had been a constant source of trouble since its opening 
in 1993, and led to the accident described in Chapter Five. 
 
When the author visited Alton Towers on Tuesday 4th November 1997, after closure to the 
public at the end of the 1997 season, both trains (each of three coaches) were found parked 
just to the Temple side of the shelter. Covered in leaves, with their brass work unpolished and 
standing on rusty rails – they looked rather sad. The rather gloomy weather did not help. Both 
locomotives had recently received some maintenance. The third locomotive, 2085, was 
observed still in its partially dismantled state, looking extremely sorry for itself. 
 
At the time of writing (May 1998), no decision has yet been made on the future of the 
railway, beyond that it will not run during the 1998 season. In the future it could be sold, 
reopened as it is, or moved to different location in the Park. Whatever is decided it is hoped 
before too long "Altonia" will once again be hauling passengers, perhaps in time for its' 
seventieth birthday in May 1999. 
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A rather sad scene taken about a year after the last passengers were carried. 
"Altonia's" brass work looks uncared for. However both locomotives were operable. 

(P Scott. 4/11/97) 

 

A view down the line, towards the Chinese Temple end, showing the stock shelter 
added for the 1993 upgrading. Both trains had been moved out to allow maintenance 

work on the locomotives to be undertaken. 
(P Scott. 4/11/97) 
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Another view of 2085, partly dismantled and robbed for spares. Just visible under the 
pile of rubbish to the right, is a skip wagon chassis, probably from Trentham Gardens. 

(P Scott. 4/11/97) 

 

The fully overhauled brake coach, ex Lilleshall Hall and Alton Towers, in use  
on the Old Kiln Light Railway, near Tilford in Surrey. 

(P Scott. 31/8/97)
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Operation 
 
Operating the Alton Towers Railway has always been simple, as one would expect of a single 
track - one train railway. Even when the railway was upgraded in 1993 this was still to be the 
case. There have never been any lineside signals on the railway and since 1981 there have not 
been any points either! 
 
When the line opened in April 1953, run round loops were provided at each end, so the 
locomotive could haul the train in both directions. The loop at the Ingestre end ran through 
the shed. It must have seemed odd to see the engine disappear into the shed and then re-
emerge at the other end! It would appear that the loops were not always used, in fact no 
pictures have been found showing the locomotive hauling a train "cab first". On Sundays, 
Bank Holidays and daily in June, July and August; all six coaches were used and queues of 
over a hour could build up at each end (just for a four minute ride!), at these times running 
round was stopped as it would have taken up too much time. At other times only four coaches 
were used, the two spare coaches (including the brake coach, which was always positioned at 
the Ingestre end of the train) being stabled in the headshunt at Ingestre station. At these times 
running round was not safe as the train could not be secured whilst the engine ran round! It 
was not surprising therefore when the loops were taken out of use around 1962/1963. Since 
that time the train has been worked in push-pull mode. By around 1975 a guard or conductor 
travelled on the rear coach, controlling the brake and conveying messages to the driver by 
means of electric bell codes. This method of working was not introduced following a specific 
incident, but after a number of "near misses". At that time the public could gain access to the 
track, and it was not unknown for objects to be left on the rails, or to find people walking on 
the track! Up to the 1979 season the locomotive faced the Chinese Temple end and from that 
season onwards it was turned to face the Ingestre end. Therefore, from then trains were 
hauled from the Temple end. 
 
When the railway was upgraded for the start of the 1993 season, a two-train service was 
provided. However, in reality this was two separate railways running parallel, there being no 
physical connection between the two. In fact for the 1993 season the two trains ran 
independently of each other, with trains passing each other out on the line. Safety 
considerations put a stop to this from the 1994 season. Passengers it seemed were reaching 
out at passing trains from their own train. From that time only one train was in motion at one 
time, the other waited until the first train had arrived and unloaded its passengers. A two-train 
service was provided only at busy times, at other times one train was deemed sufficient. In 
the early 1990s around 370 passengers an hour were using the railway. 
 
From the opening of the railway, until they went out of business at the end of 1984, most 
maintenance work was carried out by E E Baguley Ltd – later Baguley Drewry Ltd. At the 
end of each season an Engineer would visit Alton Towers to see what work was required. The 

CHAPTER FIVE 
ALTON TOWERS RAILWAY 

OPERATION, TICKETS, STAFF, 
ACCIDENTS & ANECDOTES 



Alton Towers Railway - Chapter Five: Operation, Tickets, Staff, Accidents & Anecdotes 
 

 40  

majority of the work was undertaken on site, but for heavy work, "Altonia" would return to 
the workshops in Burton-on-Trent. Following Baguley-Drewry Ltd, Beech Engineering 
Services took over the maintenance, until Alan Keef replaced them in 1994. 
 
Dates of opening of the railway seemed to have been fairly constant over the years and 
coincided with the opening of the gardens, and later the theme park. From 1953 until 1979 
this was daily from Good Friday until the first weekend in October. The grounds were open 
from 09.30 until dusk. From 1980 onwards opening has been broadly daily from March (two 
or three weeks before Easter) until the first weekend in November, with the grounds being 
open from 09.00 until at least 18.00. 
 
Times of operation have varied over the years. During the early 1960s (and probably from 
opening) trains started at 14.00 and finished at around 17.00 or 17.30 in the early and late 
season. During the high season and on Sundays and Bank Holidays times were 12.00 to 18.00 
or 19.00. When the line became a theme park attraction from 1980 (and possibly before then), 
trains started at 10.00, running until 17.00 or later depending on the time of year. During the 
1996 season operations commenced at 10.00 and finished in the early season at 17.00, mid 
summer between 18.00 and 18.30, and in late season from September to November - 16.30 to 
17.00. 
 
 

Tickets 
 
It is assumed tickets were issued for the travel on the railway from opening, until "all in" 
charges were applied for the 1980 season onwards. 
 
Tickets were sold from the small office on the station at Ingestre. The ticket office dividing 
the platform into two portions for joining and departing passengers. Passengers joining at the 
Chinese Temple had to obtain their tickets from the driver. Tickets were usually collected on 
the return journey from the Temple station to Ingestre. Issuing of separate tickets for the 
railway ceased when at the start of the 1980 season the admission price included all the 
attractions. 
 
Examples of tickets seen are all titled Alton Towers or Alton Towers Ltd, with "Miniature 
Railway", followed by a price. These are of the fully titled paper perforated roll, with 
scalloped ends type (see page 41). Those showing fares of 6d, 1/-, 5p, 6p, 10p, 12p & 15p 
have been seen. Colours used were mostly blue/green or buff. It seems in the late 1970s, 
Setright and possibly TIM tickets were used. Single and return fares were available, along 
with adult and child fares (ie four different fares). It is not known what the fares were at 
opening, but two tickets from the pre-decimal (pre-1971) era have fares of 6d and 1/-. In 1977 
the fares were 15p single and 20p return. The last season of individual charges 1979, saw 
fares of 15p single and 30p return. 
 
Up to 1980 railway passengers had first to pay the grounds admission charge. In 1953 this 
was 1/6 adults and 9d children. Ten years later in 1963 charges were 2/6 and 1/3. By 1973 
this had risen to 35p and 17½p and in 1979 (the last year of individual charges) to £1.00 and 
50p. The 1980 entrance price was £2.50 for all persons. This had risen to £9.50 in 1990 and 
by 1997 to £18.50. 
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Examples of two tickets issued for the Railway, shown approx full size. 
The 6d is coloured blue/green and the 10p is buff coloured. 

 
 

Staff 
 
One of the first drivers on the railway, if not the first and certainly its "Number One" driver at 
opening, was Arnold Victor Smith. Arnold from Hillside, Alton; got a job at Alton Towers 
helping to restore the gardens, later becoming a driver on the new railway. From opening and 
through the 1960s the drivers were all full time gardeners, of which around 20 were 
employed. Driving on the railway must have been an interesting diversion from the normal 
gardening duties! Arnold Smith apparently did not take to driving as he found the cab too 
small and only drove for around five to seven weeks from opening. He passed away in the 
late 1950s. 
 
In the early 1960s the main driver was William Pattison. Bill as he was known, actually lived 
in the Ingestre Courtyard, in the northern corner, adjacent to the railway. Alan Bentley, 
whose father and grandfather built the Model Railway (see Chapter Six), drove part time on 
the railway from 1961 until taking over Model Railway in 1964. 
 
In the pre theme park days a typical day started on the railway at 09.00 or 11.00 (depending if 
it was a low or high season), with maintenance on the locomotive and rolling stock. This 
included water and fuel replenishment, oiling and greasing. In 1996 the day for staff 
employed on the railway started at 09.00. The track was checked daily and the locomotives 
were checked for diesel and oil. Both locomotives and coaches were given a clean, this 
including the brass work on the locomotives which was always kept sparkling. 
 
In 1996 each train was crewed by two staff, a driver and a guard who sat at the rear end of the 
train. The driver and guard were in contact with each other by two-way radio. Additionally 
bell codes sent from the guard to the driver were used for starting and stopping the train. The 
guard also acted as the driver's eyes when the train was being propelled. He also gave a safety 
announcement to the passengers before the train set off. Since 1994 when only one train was 
in motion at once, when things were not too busy the driver could change between trains at 
each station. Two trains, one driver! At busy times a team of three drivers was allocated to 
the railway (two driving, one spare) from a pool of five trained staff, along with eight 
assistants (from a pool of twelve) to act as guard and staff the stations. In earlier days trains 
were worked with a driver, assisted with a guard on the brake coach if that was being used. 
The guard also collected the tickets. Presumably someone was employed to sell tickets from 
the office on the platform at Ingestre Station 
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Accidents 
 
Thankfully accidents on the railway have been very rare. I have only been able to trace one, 
although there have probably been some minor incidents over the years. 
 
On Tuesday 24th October 1995, the Oleo hydraulic buffers fitted by Alan Keef at the Ingestre 
end station in the winter of 1994/1995 seemed to have proved their worth. The local paper 
reported that eleven people were hurt when a train "jolted to a halt at the safety buffer" at 
15.10 on that day. The eleven casualties received treatment at the medical centre for minor 
injuries such as bruising, bumps and a cut lip. The railway was closed for an investigation, 
but was reopened on Thursday 26th October 1995. It is believed "Altonia" was the 
locomotive involved. The accident was due to the train sliding when the brake was applied, 
and striking the buffer stop. There had just been some light rain, the first of the day, hence the 
greasy rail conditions. 
 
 

Anecdotes 
 
In the early 1960s (before the loco was rebuilt with a diesel engine in place of the original 
petrol type) on high season days, with a longer working day from 12.00 to around 18.00 or 
19.00, the locomotive was prone to overheat and boil! This caused steam to be ejected out 
through the "chimney", causing some people to believe it was a real steam engine! 
 
Another story from the early 1960s concerns the footbridge located roughly half way along 
the line. On quiet days if there were no passengers at Ingestre station, it was not known if 
anyone was waiting at the Temple end. So after waiting 10/15 minutes the train was taken to 
the Temple end and if on arrival there were no passengers, the train was driven back and 
stopped mid way for a "cuppa". Guess where the loco stopped? Under the footbridge, so the 
ladies could be seen in all their finery! If on return the boss and head gardener was waiting 
and looking at his watch, the crew would say that there had been a problem with the loco or a 
coach had derailed. Apparently, the later was all too common, especially when being 
propelled empty. There was not too much track maintenance in those days. 
 
On the present day railway it appears to be the falling gradient from the Temple end towards 
the Ingestre end that causes difficulties. A little rain can cause the rails to become greasy and 
when the brakes are applied the train slips. Presumably this is why the Oleo buffers were 
provided at the Ingestre end, and was the cause of the accident as noted above. Quantities of 
sand around the running rails here is also testimony to adhesion problems. 
 
In September 1996, when the author of this work requested to take some photographs at the 
Temple end station, this entailed stopping all trains. Trains are not allowed to move with 
people standing on either platform – such are modern safety requirements! 
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Model Railway 
 
In 1957 Alton Towers gained another railway with the opening of an OO gauge model 
railway. This was located in the chapel (SK07284319) in the Towers itself. The chapel, 
opened in 1833 and dedicated to St Peter, was mainly the work of local architect Thomas 
Fradgley, although some internal decoration was by Pugin. 
 
Construction of the model railway took two years. It was opened at Easter 1957, being three 
quarters complete by then. The work was completed over the winter of 1957/1958. The 
building of the layout was undertaken by Aubrey Percy Bentley and his father Percy Bentley, 
sometimes working up to sixteen hours a day. The layout was designed to fill the chapel and 
measured 52 feet by 16 feet, a total weight of 10 tons. Its design specification was for a life of 
5 to 6 years – it was actually to last for seven times longer! 
 
The railway was OO gauge, and consisted of five independent circuits. The highest was a 
two-rail single track loop with Triang transcontinental stock. Next came a single track 
overhead Rivarossi system. This was followed by two double track two-rail circuits using 
Triang mainline and suburban stock. Finally there was a double track three-rail circuit 
employing Hornby Dublo trains. The statistics were impressive: 1,500 feet of track, three 
stations, 35 locomotives, 200 items of rolling stock, 4000 trees and 200 gallons of water 
circulating through the rivers and lakes. The trains were electrically controlled using 70 
colour light signals, 10 miles of wire and 200 relays. In all there were 200,000 soldered 
connections! In 1963 it was stated to be the largest model railway in the world. Later all the 
tracks were converted to three-rail operation, as this was found to be much more reliable. A 
number of Marklin locomotives were also added. 
 
In 1964 Alan Bentley, Aubrey Bentley's son, took over the running of the model railway. 
Alan, who had previously driven on the railway, ran it until 1980. 
 
As with other attractions, separate admission was charged to model railway until the start of 
the 1980 season. Automat tickets seem to have been used, at least during the pre-decimal era. 
The charges of 1/- adults and 6d children were in force from 1960 until around 1967. Charges 
in 1974 were adults 12p, children 6p; and by 1977 respective charges were 20p and 10p. 
During the 1960s running times were weekdays from 14.00 to 18.00 and Sundays and Bank 
Holidays from 13.00 to 19.00. By 1974 times were 12.00 to 18.00 (19.00 on Sundays and 
Bank Holidays). Earlier opening times were introduced by 1976, with opening at 11.00 and 
closing at 17.00 weekdays and 18.00 Sundays and Bank Holidays. From 1980 it is assumed 
that opening coincided with the other attractions opening times. (Generally 10.00 until at 
least 17.00, depending on the time of the year). 
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A Alton Towers B Chapleton C Yonside  D Talbot Lake 
1 Hornby-Dublo up (three-rail)  2 Hornby-Dublo down (three-rail) 
3 Rivarossi Italian overhead   4 Triang transcontinental (two-rail) 
5 Triang suburban down (two-rail)  6 Triang suburban up (two-rail) 
7 Triang main line down (two-rail)  8 Triang main line up (two-rail) 
 

Track plan of the Model Railway, taken from the July 1957 edition of the Railway Modeller. 
(Courtesy Railway Modeller) 

 
 
The railway was closed and dismantled at the end of the 1992 season to allow restoration of 
the chapel ceiling. 13,000 sheets of pure gold leaf were used in this project to refurbish 
Pugin's splendid coffered ceiling. However, it was a shame this meant the closure of the 
model railway. The railway was later sold at auction. Having been built to last 5 or 6 years, it 
had been running for 35 years, a fitting testimony to those who built it. 
 
 

Adventure Railway 
 
For the 1982 season a new special supervised area for 4 to 11 year olds opened. This was 
located just south of the mansion house, not far from the flag tower, and was called 
Adventureland. 
 
One of the new features, presumably opened at the start of the season in March 1982, was a 
15" gauge railway. Located at SK07154330 and called Adventure Railway, this was a circuit 
of 110 yards, laid with 10 foot rails. It was really more of a ride than a railway. The train was 
powered by a 110 volt DC third rail located in the centre of the running rails. There were 10 
bogie canopied coaches, with a "Western" style locomotive. The only persons allowed to 
have a ride were those aged 4 to 11 years. 
 
The railway closed at the end of the 1992 season, on 1st November. The line had run for ten 
years and had no doubt given great pleasure to many thousands of youngsters during that 
time. An area called the Land of Make Believe replaced Adventureland. One attraction, the 
Mini Apple Rollercoaster, survived the change and ran until the end of the 1997 season, when 
it too closed. 
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Cable Cars 
 
The first competition to the narrow gauge railway came from a new aerial ropeway system of 
Cable Cars. This opened in May 1963, and followed the same route as the railway, but taking 
a straight line.  
 
The two Cable Car stations were close to the railway stations. The Ingestre end station was 
located just to the north at SK07464363, while the station at the Chinese Temple was located 
very close to the railway station at SK07764334. The cableway ran for 430 yards over the 
woods and crossed over the railway, not far from the footbridge. It also crossed the southern 
tip of Temple Lake. It was built by Chairlifts Ltd, a subsidiary of British Ropeway 
Engineering Company Ltd. 
 
There were 16 cars, numbered 1-12, 14-16 & 31. It was obviously thought having an 
"unlucky" car was not a good idea! The cars travelled at a constant speed of 500 feet per 
minute (5.68mph), 240 feet apart. They were dispatched automatically at 29 second intervals, 
the cars being stationary in the stations allowing easy joining and alighting. The cars each 
seated four passengers, which gave a capacity of 1,000 people every hour. The journey lasted 
2.58 minutes. The height above ground level varied between 45 feet and 80 feet. A 30hp 
electric motor provided the power to drive the cars. The controls were at the Temple end. 
 
The system ran for 23 years, until the end of the 1986 season in November. It was then closed 
to allow construction of a new system of Cable Cars, which would be much longer and have a 
higher capacity to deal with the ever increasing number of visitors to Alton Towers. 
 
 

Skyride Cable Cars 
 
The Skyride was a new system of Cable cars, opened at a time of much investment in Alton 
Towers (the Monorail opened in the same season). The new system was opened on Thursday 
23rd April 1987. 
 
The new system replaced the old Cable Cars, but was extended to cross the valley over the 
gardens to terminate just to the south of the Towers. The new station at Ingestre is located at 
SK07394362, the cableway then runs for 550 yards, crossing over the railway by the stock 
shelter, to reach a station by the Chinese Temple at SK07804330. The cableway now turns 
southwest and runs for 590 yards, crossing the gardens to reach the final station at 
SK07354305. The maximum height above ground level is 200 feet. 
 
The Skyride was built by POMA of Grenoble in southeast France, with civil engineering 
carried out by Sir Robert McAlpine. Sponsored by Kodak, the total cost was £6 million. 
There are 54 gondolas (numbered from 1 to 54), each being 8 feet from floor to ceiling and a 
near circular 9 feet in diameter. Each seats 12 passengers and travels at 780 feet per minute 
(8.86mph), slowing down to 60 feet per minute (0.68mph) during loading and unloading. The 
capacity for the 5 minute journey is 6000 passengers per hour. The gondolas weigh 1028Kg 
(2260lbs) when empty. The system still operates, but sometimes service has to be suspended 
due to high winds. 
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Monorail 
 
In the mid 1980s with the ever growing number of people visiting Alton Towers the car parks 
became bigger and bigger. Inevitably some visitors had a long walk from their car to the 
entrance! For a time Road Trains picked up visitors from the car parks and took them to the 
entrance. However, it was decided that a better method was required. 
 
Outline planning permission was granted in late 1986, and construction proceeded apace. 
Civil engineering work was undertaken by Sir Robert McAlpine. The Monorail equipment 
and trains were manufactured by Von Roll Habegger of Switzerland. All ten trains had 
previously run at "Expo 86" in Vancouver, Canada; an international exposition whose theme 
was transport. The Monorail was officially opened on Thursday 13th August 1987, with the 
first public trains running on Monday 17th August 1987. 
 
The line is 1.8 miles long in the form of a continuous circuit in the shape a dumb-bell, with 
each station on a turning loop. Normal left hand running is adopted on the double track 
section, with trains turning each end in a clockwise direction. The track is mounted 16 feet 6 
inches above the ground. The car park station is located at SK08354318, the line then runs in 
a northwesterly direction passing close to some of the attractions such as Nemesis, Log 
Flume and the Congo River Rapids. The depot is located on the north side of the line at 
SK07914344 and is accessed by a short spur trailing into the entrance - car park line (the only 
point on the system). The depot consists of a transverser giving access to eight stabling 
sidings and a single track maintenance shed. Here each train is given a full overhaul every 
winter by Alton Towers own staff. The entrance station is located at SK07344381, 
conveniently right in front on the pay kiosks and entrance. 
 
There are ten trains each formed of nine coaches, although not all trains are always used. 
Originally the trains were named after planets, but are now simply numbered 1 to 10. (It is no 
doubt easier for the controller to call up trains by number, than say, Venus or Saturn!) Each 
train carries 100 passengers and travels at a maximum speed of 17mph. The coaches are 6 
foot 6 inches wide, with a full train measuring 132 feet in length. Access to the coaches is by 
sliding doors on each side. When the train arrives at either station the doors are opened on 
one side to let the passengers off. When the departing passengers have cleared, the doors are 
shut again. The doors on the other side are then opened to allow passengers to join the train. 
 
The whole system cost £15 million and was sponsored by Coca-Cola. Initially it was known 
as the Silver Ride. It is the one attraction at Alton Towers that is completely free! Visitors 
pay after riding on the Monorail. It is certainly a splendid way to arrive at the park and gives 
passengers a "taster" of what is inside! 
 
 

Road Trains 
 
There have been three types of Road Train running at Alton Towers, and these have 
performed different functions. 
 
Towers Express 
Introduced by the start of the 1978 season (sometime after 1973), the Towers Express 
provided transport around the park, as well as being an attraction in its own right. At that time 
a separate fare was charged and a ticket seen is of a similar paper roll type to the railway. 
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Inscribed Towers Express, it shows a fare of 20p. There were two "trains", both with "steam 
outline" tractor units. One was built around a fork lift truck, while the other utilized an 
aircraft tug – and was therefore designed to push not pull! The 1980 leaflet stated: "our road 
going train will transport you around the grounds in steam age style"! The Towers Express 
last ran at the end of the 1983 season. 
 
Dotto Tram 
This was transferred from Trentham Gardens to Alton Towers after John Broome acquired 
Trentham in 1981, probably arriving sometime in 1982 or 1983. It was formed of three 
separate carriages and was fitted with electrically operated doors. Power was provided by a 
Volkswagen 1500cc diesel engine. It was not a success, having been designed to run on the 
flat at Trentham, it had difficulty dealing with the gradients at the Towers. It only ran for one 
season, during the period the Towers Express was running. 
 
Sunliner 
The Sunliner road trains replaced the Towers Express for the start of the 1984 season and 
were modelled on a bus as opposed to a steam train. They also performed a specific transport 
function instead of being an attraction. As mentioned in the section about the Monorail, as the 
car parks became larger more visitors had further to walk to the entrance. Therefore, the 
Sunliner road trains picked up visitors in the car parks and took them to the entrance. After 
the Monorail opened, for at least one season, the Sunliner took people from their cars to the 
Monorail station. But they seemed to have finished running by the 1989 season, although for 
a short time after their withdrawal from public service, they were used for staff transport. In 
the November 1997 some of the "coaches" were still on site but out of use. 
 
 

Summary of Chapter Six 
 
 

 Opened Closed 

Model Railway 19/4/57 1/11/92 

Adventure Railway 3/82 1/11/92 

Cable Cars 5/63 2/11/86 

Sky Ride Cable Cars 23/4/87 Open 

Monorail 17/8/87 Open 

Tower Express by 3/78 30/10/83 

Dotto Tram c82 c83 

Sunliner 31/3/84 6/11/88 
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A view of the Cable Car system opened in May 1963.  Interestingly this picture shows  
Car 31, numbered so to avoid having a Car 13! There were actually 16 Cars in total. 

(F Pugh. 16/4/83) 

 

Monorail trains 7, 9, 3, 6 and 4 are seen in the depot stabling sidings, just after the end 
of the season. The furthest road to the left leads onto the running line (to the left). The 

transverser is behind the trains and the workshop is out of sight to the right. 
(P Scott. 4/11/97) 
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Trentham Hall and Gardens 
 
The story of Trentham Hall is somewhat similar to those of Lilleshall and Alton Towers, in 
that it started life as a stately home and later its grounds were to be become a tourist 
attraction. It had close connections with Lilleshall; being owned by the same family and 
much later was run by the same company as Alton Towers. 
 
Trentham Hall was located alongside the River Trent, just south of what was to become, in 
1926 by the combination of six towns, the City of Stoke-on-Trent. A monastery, possibly 
founded around AD675 originally occupied the site of the Hall. When the monasteries were 
dissolved in 1531, ownership of the land passed to Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, who 
was Henry VIII's brother-in-law. By 1633 ownership had passed to the Leveson family who, 
as mentioned in Chapter One, also owned Lilleshall Hall at this time. Sir Richard Leveson 
built the old Hall at Trentham around 1633 and one of his descendants was Lord Gower, 
George Leveson-Gower, who became the 1st Duke of Sutherland in 1833. The grounds were 
landscaped by Lancelot "Capability" Brown (1715-1783), who also added the lake. It was the 
2nd Duke, born in 1786, who was instrumental in enlarging the old Hall and virtually 
rebuilding it. The designer was Sir Charles Barry (1795-1860) and the work was started in 
1834 at a cost of £150,000. Sir Charles, along with the 2nd Duke's wife Duchess Harriet, 
planned and set out the glorious gardens at Trentham that were to remain long after the Hall 
had gone. The gardens included a terrace garden, Greek temple, American garden, Italian 
garden and a promenade terrace that flanked the 83 acre lake.  
 
However, events were to conspire against Trentham Hall. As the adjacent towns of Longton 
and Newcastle developed, the River Trent became choked with sewage and despite a 
treatment works being built, the foul smell from the River persisted. In the end it got so bad 
that the Duke decided to leave the family seat and put the Hall and grounds up for sale. 
Unfortunately, the one party that would be interested, the County Borough declined to make a 
purchase. The Hall was closed in 1905 and mostly demolished shortly after.  
 
The gardens were opened to the public in 1910 as a tourist attraction known as "Playground 
of the Potteries", the Duke retaining ownership. Hopefully by then better treatment had 
caused the smells to be cured! The 4th Duke's will stated that trustees should be appointed to 
over see the affairs of the pleasure gardens and through the 1920s the grounds remained open 
to the public. Trentham Gardens Ltd was formed on 29th July 1933 with the majority of 
shares being held by the Sutherland family. The company was described as pleasure garden 
proprietors and horticulturists; some development of Trentham was now to take place. In 
1935 a swimming pool measuring 130 foot by 60 foot was opened and in 1938 a café and 
private rooms followed. Also built was a new 2 foot narrow gauge railway. 
 

CHAPTER SEVEN 
TRENTHAM HALL & RAILWAY 

FROM STATELY HOME TO 
TOURIST ATTRACTION 
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Trentham Gardens Miniature Railway 
 
Work on planning the new railway started in the autumn of 1933. The Stafford Coal & Iron 
Company Ltd of Fenton, Stoke-on-Trent (a company in which the Duke of Sutherland had an 
interest) was contracted to survey and oversee the building of the line. The ground works and 
track laying apparently being undertaken by Trentham's own staff. The track, using 18lb/yd 
rail, was supplied by the Stafford Coal & Iron Company. That company's total bill was for 
£933.2.11. No charge was made for the surveyor's time or for supervision. Construction took 
place during the early months of 1934 and the railway appears to have opened on Good 
Friday, 30th March 1934. An advert in the Evening Sentinel of Thursday 29th March listed 
the attractions as ".…and a Miniature Railway". Interestingly a similar advert (also for the 
Easter holiday) in the edition of Monday 26th March does not mention the railway – perhaps 
it was only just ready in time!  
 
The new railway ran the full length of the 83 acre Trentham Lake, running for the most part 
in woodland near its western shore. The main station was sited at SJ864406, close to the 
northern head of the lake and the formal gardens. The line then ran for 1,600 yards to 
terminate at another station at SJ869393 near the southern tip of the lake. The Evening 
Sentinel of Tuesday 3rd April 1934 carried a piece about the railway. Headed "New 
Miniature Railway's Popularity" it mentioned the wintry weather (another typical Easter!) 
and went on "….most interest was attached, however, to the new development of the season 
at Trentham – the new Miniature Railway, which, starting from just above the children's 
playground, passes through the woodland on the west side of the lake to that fairy-like bower 
of beauty known as spring valley. Miniature Railways everywhere are certain of popularity 
and without question that at Trentham has already achieved success. The little train with its 
business like locomotive and its open well equipped coaches, carried full loads of passengers 
yesterday afternoon as often as it could make the picturesque journey between the trees to 
spring valley and back. There were many children among the passengers, but adults seemed 
as keen to patronize the new line as the youngsters". The same edition also carried a picture.  
 
To operate the new line Trentham Gardens Ltd obtained a locomotive and some coaches from 
E E Baguley Ltd. This was a 0-4-0 petrol locomotive, very similar to "Altonia" at Alton 
Towers. The locomotive had an interesting background. Allocated works number 1797, 
construction was started in early 1931 by Baguley (Engineers) Ltd to a order on 9th July 1930 
from Pat Collins Junior of Birmingham. To be named "May Queen" and built to a gauge of 
20", it was possibly intended for a line in Colwyn Bay, but the order was cancelled and 1797 
remained at the Baguley works in Burton-on-Trent. When, in 1931, Baguley (Engineers) Ltd 
went out of business and became E E Baguley Ltd, 1797 was transferred to the new company. 
This new company completed the locomotive (it cannot be confirmed that the locomotive 
was ever completed as 1797) to a gauge of 2 foot and allocated it a new works number – 
2083. As such it was supplied to Trentham Gardens for the new line, having been ordered in 
February 1934. It was powered by a 20/25HP Baguley petrol engine. E E Baguley Ltd also 
supplied five bogie coaches (two braked and three unbraked) to accompany 2083. These were 
plated as being built in 1934. The total cost to Trentham Gardens Ltd for the locomotive and 
the coaches was £895. 
 
However, it was found that 2083 was underpowered for the railway. It was only able to haul 
four coaches up the gradients without changing gears. Trentham Gardens required a larger 
locomotive that could haul more coaches without the need change gear. (The steepest 
gradient was 1 in 32). To meet this need Baguley supplied a much larger 0-4-0. This was 
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works number 2085, which was fitted with a 4 cylinder 40HP Baguley petrol engine. The 
locomotive was ordered in November 1934 and delivered on 29th March 1935, ready for the 
Railway's second season. 
 
Apparently the line was an immediate success. An open-air swimming pool was built near the 
line in 1935 (at a total cost of £10,690) and must have brought even more passengers onto the 
railway. A station (1,200 yards from the main station) was provided nearby. Another three 
coaches (two unbraked, one braked) were supplied by E E Baguley Ltd. Works numbers 
2096/7/8 were plated as built in 1936. Due to the line's popularity it was decided to upgrade 
it, the decision being made on 28th December 1937. The track was relaid in 1938 with 
30lb/yd rail and some curves eased. It is likely the passing loop that was located at SJ865401 
(600 yards from the main station) was provided at this time to allow a two train service to be 
operated. It was fitted with spring points. Consideration was also given to laying a turning 
circle at each end of the line, to save turning the locomotive (turntables were in use at that 
time) and running round the train. But this idea was not proceeded with. Trentham Gardens 
Ltd also ordered another locomotive. This was to be the largest steam outline loco ever built 
by any of the Baguley companies. Works number 3014 was a 0-6-0, fitted with the same type 
of engine as 2085. The locomotive was ordered on 4th February 1938 and was delivered in 
June 1938, although Trentham had hoped it would be ready by Easter. It cost around £700. 
Two coaches were supplied with 3014 and these were works numbers 3015 (brake) and 3016 
(unbraked). Another two coaches were also supplied, possibly around this time and this 
brought the coaching stock up to 12 cars. All were similar, with the brake coaches (of which 
there were five) having longer underframes than the unbraked type (which numbered eight). 
The 1936 brake (2098) for some reason had slightly different dimensions, the bogies being 
unevenly spaced. The brakes were operated by using a handle or wheel. All coaches seated 
18 passengers in six throw over bench seats. There was no protection for passengers from the 
weather. Following the upgrading trains operated with the locomotive cab first when running 
south and returned to the main station "chimney" first. 
  
From correspondence it seems Trentham Gardens Ltd also asked Barnards Ltd of Norwich to 
quote for a new locomotive. That company, who also built two steam outline GWR 
"Dukedog" style locos for Chessington Zoo, quoted £720 for a "scale model of a LMS loco", 
a "4-4-0 Express tender engine". Presumably this would have been a Midland Railway 
Compound.  
 
The total cost of all the upgrading came to £1,370 and was fully justified, as on Whit Monday 
1939 a record total of 5,028 people travelled on the railway. Separate fares were at that time 
charged for the railway (later a ride was free after the entrance fee had been paid). Around 
1938 these were: return – adults 6d, children 3d and single – adults 4d, children 2d. However, 
September 1939 brought the Second World War and a Bank clearing house was set up at 
Trentham. The Midland, Westminster, Barclays, Lloyds, National Provincial, Glyn and 
Coutts were located in the Ballroom, with the Bank of England in the outhouse! Bank staff 
were conveyed from London to Trentham (presumably the branch terminus, see Appendix 
Seven) in two special trains on Saturday 26th August 1939. The Post Office opened a special 
sorting office at Trentham to deal with the associated extra mail. It appears the railway 
continued to operate during the war and fortunately survived unscathed. The April 1946 
edition of "The Locomotive" featured the line. 1946 also saw 2083 fitted with a larger 40HP 
Meadows petrol engine to bring its performance up towards the two larger locomotives.  
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Originally the locomotives were numbered 1 (2085), 2 (2083) & 3 (3014), but by the 1950s 
all three locomotives had been named after places associated with the Duke of Sutherland's 
eponymous estate. 2083 became "Brora", 2085 "Golspie" and 3014 "Dunrobin" (which 
incidentally are three adjacent stations of the Far North line from Inverness to Wick and 
Thurso). Dunrobin was also the name of two standard gauge locomotives owned by 
subsequent Duke's of Sutherland for their private use on the Far North line. A brick two road 
shed, with a third road in a lean-to shed, was provided near the main station. To the rear of 
the shed there were two timber tunnels that could each accommodate a six coach set. The 
locomotives were kept in the brick shed and the rest of the coaches in the lean-to. The shed 
dated from the opening of the line (it is mentioned in correspondence in October 1934) but 
presumably the lean-to was added later. All three engines were turned out in maroon livery 
lined out with black and yellow. The coaches were maroon and black. Some of the coaches 
were usually stabled over night in the main station, which had an overall roof. Trains 
normally started running at 14.00 and operated daily from Easter to September, although in 
later years (by 1979) running was restricted to weekends only. Sundays and Bank Holidays 
saw a two train service using the passing loop. Although the rear of a postcard, posted in 
1950, carries the message "This train runs by petrol. (There are two trains). Once both met 
on the same line!" Both "Golspie" and "Dunrobin" were fitted with new 4 cylinder 60HP 
Perkins 4.270 diesel engines in 1961. 
 
As far as the grounds were concerned, in 1964 an extension was built to the ballroom and in 
1970 an exhibition hall was built in the grounds. A Cable Car system was running by 1969, 
operated by Anthony Bagshaw from Alton Towers! This started not far from the station at the 
north end of the railway. However by the late 1970s, Trentham Gardens Ltd was facing 
difficulties due to the economic climate. In July 1979 the Countess of Sutherland announced 
the Gardens and its attractions were up for sale, via shares in the company. 
 
The estate was sold on 19th June 1981 to none other than John Broome of Alton Towers 
fame, who we met in Chapter Two. He personally bought Trentham from the Countess of 
Sutherland for a price reputed to be around £4m. As with Alton Towers and Battersea Power 
Station John Broome had great plans for Trentham. His ideas included a conference centre, 
hotel, "up market" exhibitions and some housing, all costing around £10m. In July 1982 the 
project was unveiled claiming to make Trentham "Europe's finest leisure centre". The cost 
was now stated to be £20m. Planning permission was granted after much discussion, and 
some modification to the plans, on 23rd November 1982. However it was not to be, fresh coal 
mining activity in the area (at Hem Heath Colliery) by the National Coal Board (British Coal 
from 5th March 1987) caused the plans to be abandoned due to subsidence. In fact the 
National Coal Board bought the estate from John Broome in May 1984 for £3m. Trentham 
Gardens Ltd (still owned by John Broome) continued to run the hall, gardens and 
amusements (including the railway) on a lease back agreement from the National Coal Board. 
However, little investment was made. 
 
Back on the railway, by late 1979, it was decided that 12 coaches were more than was 
required and four coaches (two braked and two unbraked types) were put up for sale. These 
were obtained in 1980 by the Vale of Teifi Railway Project (now the Teifi Valley Railway) at 
Henllan near Newcastle Emlyn in Wales, although one brake was personally acquired by 
Colin Pealling from Walsall on the Project's behalf. The coaches were removed from 
Trentham on Friday 25th September 1981. Colin later moved his coach to Landkey near 
Barnstaple in Devon for the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway project, here it was partially 
dismantled for restoration. It was sold in this state to Mike Hart in November 1990 and was 
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moved to Minffordd yard on the Ffestiniog Railway. The various parts were still there in 
1994, but its current whereabouts are not known, although it was advertised for sale in the 
July 1997 edition of Narrow Gauge News. The remaining three coaches at Henllan were 
rebuilt with fully enclosed bodies. The brake became No.1 and the two unbraked vehicles 
became Nos 2 & 3. 
  
Around 1984 (by April 1986 and sometime after November 1983) "Brora" departed from 
Trentham Gardens, in fact by 1970 it was only rarely used. The locomotive had been retained 
by the Countess of Sutherland on the sale of Trentham in June 1981. "Brora" was delivered to 
Inverness Technical College. Here the College's Engineering Department completely 
overhauled the locomotive to full working order. A repaint was also undertaken. "Brora" was 
then moved to Dunrobin Castle station (NC849013) on the Inverness to Wick and Thurso 
line, arriving there by May 1988. This station opened on 1st November 1870 as a public 
station, but from 19th June 1871 until 29th November 1965 was a private station for the Duke 
of Sutherland. It reopened to the public on 30th June 1985. There "Brora" now resides, in a 
wooden box on the station platform. Once a year it is taken by a local contractor to the Castle 
grounds for display as part of the annual Vintage Car and Steam Engine Rally. 
 
As his plans for Trentham had been thwarted and due to his other commitments (mainly 
Battersea Power Station), John Broome sold the lease of the Trentham estate to Country 
Sports International on 25th January 1988. This change of ownership was to bring about 
closure of the railway. It seems likely the railway ran for the last time at the end of the 1987 
season in September 1987, although operation could have ceased before then. The track was 
lifted in 1988. Some work was carried out on "Dunrobin" in early 1988, presumably with the 
intention of operation in 1988 – but whether any trains ran is not confirmed. The work 
(carried out by Beech Engineering Services) may well have been requested before the sale to 
Country Sports International. 
 
The two remaining locomotives had been renamed near sometime near the end of the life of 
the railway. 2085 "Golspie" became "The Trentham Express" and 3014 "Dunrobin", "The 
Trentham Flyer". The date of the renamings was sometime after June 1981, when John 
Broome took over. Towards the end the passing loop was taken out of use, as only one train 
was in use at a time. Trains were formed of only three coaches and some of these were fitted 
with a canvas awning. The swimming pool was demolished and filled in on 1/2 May 1986. 
 
As related in Chapter Four, 2085 "The Trentham Express" and 3014 "The Trentham Flyer", 
together with the remaining eight coaches, were sent to Alton Towers for storage by August 
1988. Here 3014 was to see further service, but sadly not 2085.  
 
That was not to be quite the end of railways at Trentham Gardens however. During August 
1994 a temporary 7¼" gauge line was laid, although not on the 2 foot gauge railway trackbed. 
Motive power over the 400 yard track was a 2-8-0 Denver & Rio Grande loco named "Old 
Rube". This locomotive has, since October 1996, been running on a permanent railway in 
Finney Gardens, Bucknall Park, Stoke-on-Trent. 
 
On 23rd April 1996, British Coal put the Trentham estate up for sale. This was part of a drive 
by the Corporation to dispose of its non-operational assets after its privatization in 1994. A 
management buy out took over in September 1996. Facilities listed in 1997 were shooting, 
fishing, golfing, funfair rides, children's farm, restaurant, fitness centre, conference facilities 
and a caravan and camping park. 
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"Brora" waits in the main station at the north end of the railway. This view is before the 1938 
upgrading and possibly before "Golspie" arrived. The Locomotive is running "chimney" first. 

After the upgrading locos appeared to have run cab first in this direction. The card was  
posted in August 1938 and the writer asks "do you remember the trip on this train?". 

(Nuview HSB Postcard) 

 

A splendid view of all three locos outside the shed. Left, on the road to the lean-to, is 
"Golspie", middle is "Brora", which was very similar to "Altonia" and right is the large 

 0-6-0 "Dunrobin". Note the large bells and lights on the two larger locos. 
(S A Leleux. 19/5/73) 
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"Golspie" waits with a special three coach train for the Industrial Railway Society 
at the terminal station at the southern end of the Lake. 

(F Pugh. 13/7/80) 
 

 

"Dunrobin" runs round at the southern end of the line.  
Later the locomotive was renamed "The Trentham Flyer" 

(H Pryer. 9/5/81)
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Appendix One 
 
The Baguley Companies 
 
For a full history, "Baguley Locomotives 1914-1931" by Rodney Weaver, published in 1975 
by the Industrial Railway Society is recommended. 
 
Baguley (Cars) Limited was registered as a company on 3rd September 1911 with Ernest 
Baguley as manager. Born in 1863, Ernest Edwin Baguley (later Major Baguley) had served 
an apprenticeship in a Tyneside shipyard, before moving to the drawing office of W G 
Bagnall Ltd in Stafford. Baguley (Cars) Ltd had their works in Shobnall Road, Burton-on-
Trent, Staffordshire (SK238228) and as the name suggested, cars were to be their main 
business. 
 
However, the First World War brought the need for 2 foot narrow gauge railways and by the 
end of the war Baguley had supplied 50 petrol 0-4-0 locomotives to the War Department, 
most seeing use in France. Motor car production resumed in 1919, but ceased for good in 
1921. The company expanded the railway side of the business and undertook general 
engineering for the local brewery companies in Burton-on-Trent. On 10th April 1923 the 
company changed its name to Baguley (Engineers) Limited in respect of the changed nature 
of its work.  
 
As detailed in Chapter One, Baguley (Engineers) Limited built the two steam outline 
locomotives to run at Lilleshall (later Cadeby and Alton Towers) in 1928 and 1929 
respectively - this was the company's first venture into this field. In 1931 two locomotives, 
similar to the 1929 one, were built for Wicksteed Park on the outskirts of Kettering, where 
they still run to this day. Another such locomotive was built but never delivered as the order 
was cancelled. In April 1930 the Drewry Car Company terminated its manufacturing 
agreement with Baguley, causing a loss of a major part of its output. This coupled with an 
unprofitable order for locomotives from Poland, caused the company to be put into 
receivership in August 1931, the works closing in October 1931. 
 
It was not long though before Ernest Baguley started a new company. E E Baguley Limited 
was registered on 30th April 1932 and had a small works off Clarence Street, Burton-on-
Trent. In 1934 they moved to larger premises in Uxbridge Street (SK243225). This new 
company went on to be build another six steam outline locomotives, two of which (along 
with the rebuilt unsold locomotive mentioned above) went to Trentham Gardens. Ernest 
Baguley remained Managing Director of E E Baguley Limited until 1946, passing away on 
14th November 1948.  
 
The Drewry Car Company brought a controlling interest in E E Baguley Limited in 1964 and 
in June 1967 the company of Baguley-Drewry Limited was formed. Following the 
cancellation of the main part an order for locomotives for Mozambique, Baguley-Drewry 
Limited went out of business in December 1984. However, in January 1985 some of its staff 
formed a new company – Baguley Engineers Limited, located in Maltings Industrial Estate, 
Derby Road, Burton-on-Trent. This last company is still trading (in early 1998), and 
undertakes some railway work such as wheels and axles, as well as supplying spare parts. In 
1996 HPE Tredegar Ltd acquired the rights to build locomotives to the original Baguley-
Drewry designs and this culminated in an order for seven locomotives for export to Sudan. 
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HPE Tredegar Ltd went into receivership in November 1996, apparently following problems 
with three railcars it had built for the Snowdon Mountain Railway. 
 
"Miniature" narrow gauge steam outline locomotives only amounted to a small part of the 
total output of the Baguley companies. Their standard and narrow gauge products have been 
exported all over the world and many are still in service. However, the locomotive supplied 
to Lilleshall in 1928, is thought to be the first 2 foot gauge steam outline type ever built, 
preceded on any gauge, by probably only the 1909 Bassett-Lowke built "Blacolvesley". 
 
 
Beech Engineering Services 
 
Terry Beech worked as a service engineer on diesel hydraulic locomotives for Baguley-
Drewry Limited for 26 years. When this company went out of business in December 1984, he 
formed his own company – Beech Engineering Services. As well as Alton Towers, Mr Beech 
secured contracts with the Ministry of Defence and British Coal, all ex Baguley-Drewry 
Limited customers. In addition to the railway at Alton Towers, he undertook other 
maintenance work on site, including the Skyride standby diesel engines and the Sunliner road 
trains. The company's premises were in Wetmore Industrial Estate, Wharf Road, Burton-on-
Trent. Later these were closed and now Mr Beech works from home, with most work being 
undertaken on site. 

 

 
3014 undergoing a full overhaul in the workshop of Beech Engineering Services in 
the winter of 1992/1993. The cab is visible bottom left and the "boiler" on the right. 

(T Beech) 
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Appendix Two 
 

Details of locomotives mentioned in text 
 
 

WORKS 
NO 

NAME BUILT BUILDER GAUGE 
WHEEL 
ARGMT 

1st 
ENGINE 

2nd 
ENGINE 

WEIGHT LENGTH WIDTH HEIGHT 
WHEEL 
BASE 

WHEEL 
DIAMTR 

1695  Apr-28 
Baguley 

(Engineers) Ltd 
2ft 0-4-0 

Baguley 
Petrol 
15HP 

n/a 1.5 ton 10ft 6in 3ft 6in 6ft 9in 2ft 6in 1ft 6in 

1769 ALTONIA May-29 
Baguley 

(Engineers) Ltd 
2ft 0-4-0 

Baguley 
Petrol 

20/25HP 

Perkins 
Diesel 
27HP 

2.3 ton 11ft 0in 3ft 6in 5ft 4in 3ft 1½in 1ft 6in 

1797 MAY QUEEN 1931 
Baguley 

(Engineers) Ltd 
20in 

0-4-0 
Baguley 
Petrol 

20/25HP 

Meadows 
Petrol 
40HP 

2.3 ton 11ft 0in 3ft 6in 5ft 4in 3ft 1½in 1ft 6in 

2083 BRORA Mar-34 E E Baguley Ltd 2ft 

2085 
GOLSPIE 

Mar-35 E E Baguley Ltd 2ft 0-4-0 
Baguley 
Petrol 
40HP 

Perkins 
Diesel 
60HP 

3.5 ton 12ft 0in 3ft 6in 5ft 6in 3ft 6in 1ft 9½in THE TRENTHAM 
EXPRESS 

3014 
DUNROBIN 

Jun-38 E E Baguley Ltd 2ft 0-6-0 
Baguley 
Petrol 
40HP 

Perkins 
Diesel 
60HP 

4 ton 12ft 4½in 3ft 8in 6ft 3in 5ft 3in 1ft 9½in THE TRENTHAM 
FLYER 

103 JOHN 1921 
A A Barnes 

& Co 
15in 4-4-2 

Boiler Pressure: 120psi 
Cylinders: 4¼in bore x 

7in stroke  
Boiler Tubes: 41 x 1¼in 

2.3 ton 17ft 5¼in 2ft 5½in 3ft 10¾in 
1ft 11in 
Coupled 

1ft 8in 
Coupled 

 
 

 Note: 2083 was a rebuild/completion of 1797. See Chapter Seven for details.
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Appendix Three 
 

Details of rolling stock used at Alton Towers 
 
 

TYPE 
NUMBER 

OF 
VEHICLES 

BUILT BUILDER REBUILT 
OVERALL 
LENGTH 

OVERALL 
WIDTH 

SEAT 
WIDTH 

WHEEL 
BASE 

WHEEL 
SIZE 

SEATS LIVERY 

Ex Lilleshall Abbey & Woodland Railway (Rebuilt with transverse seats). In use: Apr 1953 - Nov 1992 

4 wheel  
unbraked 

5 
1928/1935 

Baguley 
(Engineers) Ltd 

E E Baguley Ltd 
1953 

10ft 2in 
5ft 3in 4ft 6in  5ft 0in 1ft 3in 12 Maroon 

4 wheel 
braked 

1 10ft 11in 

Ex Trentham Gardens Miniature Railway (Rebuilt with canopies and continuous brakes). In use: Mar 1993 - Onwards 

Bogie  
ex unbraked 

5* 
1934/1936/ 

1938 
E E Baguley Ltd  

Harry Steer 
Engineering 

1993 

17ft 2in 

5ft 7in 4ft 6in 

10ft 0in# 

1ft 2in 

18 

Green 
Bogie 

ex braked 
3* 19ft 2in 12ft 0in# 15 

 
 

* Two trains, each formed of three coaches – with ex brake coach at opposite end to locomotive. Two coaches spare. 
# Bogie centres. Wheel base of bogie: 3ft 0in. 

 
 

A 4 wheel wooden sided wagon also present, probably from opening until c1980. (Recorded as present in July 1975). 
This was normally used in the winter for moving (by hand) ballast, sleepers and rails for permanent way work. 

It was kept, off the track, by the points leading into the south end of shed. 
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Appendix Four 
 

Summary of railways described in text 
 
 

NAME GAUGE LENGTH LAYOUT 
NUMBER 

OF 
STATIONS 

GRID REF 
OF MAIN 
STATION 

OPENED CLOSED 

Lilleshall Abbey & 
Woodland Railway 

2ft 1 mile Balloon Loop 2 SJ748144 
7th April 

1928 
September 

1939 

Alton Towers Railway 2ft 

650 yards (1953-1980) 

End to End 2 

SK075436 

3rd April 
1953 

3rd 
November 

1996# 
465 yards (1981-1992) SK075435 

390 yards (1993-1996) SK075435 

Trentham Gardens 
Miniature Railway 

2ft 1,600 yards End to End 3 SJ864406 
30th March 

1934 
September 

1987* 

 
 

* Most likely date of closure, track lifted 1988. See Chapter Seven for details. 
# Date last trains ran, track still intact. See Chapter Four for details.
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Appendix Five 
 

List of known postcards of Alton Towers Railway 
 
 

PUBLISHER TYPE NUMBER SIZE(MM) DATE TITLE & SCENE DEPICTED NOTES 

F Frith & Co Ltd 
Reigate, Surrey 

Coloured AT165 140 x 89 1953 
"The Miniature Railway, Alton Towers" 

1769 and train in Ingestre station, showing 
ticket office and shed 

1 

Harvey Barton 
Bristol 

Coloured No.6 140 x 89 
Early 

1960's 
"The Scenic Railway, Alton Towers" 

1769 and train running through the woods 
2 

J Arthur Dixon Ltd 
Newport, IOW 

Colour SP560 145 x 100 
Mid/Late 
1960's 

"Alton Towers, Staffordshire. The Miniature Railway" 
1769 and train in the woods, close view 

3 

 
 
 
Notes 
1. Issued around time of opening. 
2. Two versions, with different reverse sides. 
3. Two versions. Later version sized 149 x 105 and numbered L6/SP560. 
4. All views show 1769 in pre-1964 un-rebuilt state. 
5. At least eight cards were also issued showing the OO gauge Model Railway. 
6. The Towers Express Road Train appears on some multi-view cards. 
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Appendix Six 
 
Chronology of Important dates 
 
Late Spring 1952 Alton Towers opened to public for first time since Second World War 
October 1952  1769 and six coaches obtained from Lilleshall Hall 
26th March 1953 1769 delivered to Alton Towers 
3rd April 1953  Railway opened 
c1962/1963  Run round loops removed 
Winter 1963/1964 1769 rebuilt with Perkins 27HP diesel engine 
By end 1969 season 1769 named "Altonia" 
October 1978  15" gauge locomotive "John" arrives from Rhyl Miniature Railway 
Winter 1978/1979 Short section of 15" gauge rail laid 
March 1980 Alton Towers opens as a theme park with all-inclusive charge 
Winter 1980/1981 "Altonia" rebuilt with hydraulic transmission. Railway shortened, 

Ingestre station and shed abandoned 
March 1985  "John" departs to Whorlton Lido Railway 
1988 Two locomotives and eight coaches arrive from Trentham Gardens  
April 1990  Tussauds Group obtains Alton Towers 
Winter 1992/1993 Railway upgraded with double track, but shortened at Chinese Temple 

end. 3014 from Trentham Gardens used along with "Altonia" on two, 
three coach trains of stock from Trentham Gardens 

3rd November 1996 Railway ran for last(?) time 
1997 & 1998 seasons Railway intact but not in use 

 

 

This picture clearly shows the wooded nature of the route. The photographer is  
seated about where the new (1993) station at the Chinese Temple end was built. 

(J Scott. 27/5/89) 
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Appendix Seven 
 
Associated Standard Gauge Railways 
 
Churnet Valley Railway & Alton Towers Station 
 
The Churnet Valley Railway served Alton Towers and the village of Alton throughout its life. 
It enabled many thousands of people to visit Alton Towers over the years. 
 
Authorised on 26th June 1846, the Churnet Valley Railway was constructed by the North 
Staffordshire Railway Company and opened on 13th July 1849. It ran from North Rode, on 
the Stoke to Macclesfield line, to near Uttoxeter on the line from Stoke to Burton and Derby. 
A station, opened at the same time, was built at Alton and was located to the north of the 
village and to the south of Alton Towers. The station was 8 miles from the junction near 
Uttoxeter and was on double track. As mentioned in Chapter Two, it is said by tradition to 
have been designed by A W N Pugin. The real architect is however unknown. The station 
building was a three storey structure to an Italianate design. There were luggage lifts to hoist 
the Earl's belongings to and from platform level when he was using the station. There was 
also a bay platform. 
 
The bay platform must have proved useful for dealing with excursion traffic, carrying those 
people visiting Alton Towers. The arrival of the Churnet Valley Railway made the Towers 
accessible to many more people. Both the Midland Railway and the Great Northern Railway 
ran specials to Alton station on open days at the Towers. Numbers attracted could be 
considerable, in 1857 17,000 passengers used the station and 41,000 in 1869. A fete in 1891 
brought in thirty additional trains. When Alton Towers opened regularly after 1924 a better 
Sunday service was provided in the summer, supplemented by excursions from many varied 
areas. On some days these could number up to twenty and at such times siding space was at a 
premium! Late trains were also provided to Leek after regular Saturday night dances held in 
the Towers in the 1930s. The London Midland & Scottish Railway carried out some 
improvements to the station in the late 1930s to enable it to better handle the extra traffic 
Alton Towers generated. The platforms were lengthened, better public toilets provided and 
the road approach improved. Alton station was renamed Alton Towers by British Railways in 
January 1954. 
 
The Churnet Valley line closed to passengers on 7th November 1960, although a workman's 
service (advertised and available to the general public) from Leek to Uttoxeter continued to 
run, serving Alton Towers, until 4th January 1965. Alton Towers station was closed to goods 
traffic on 4th May 1964 and the section north of Leek closed completely on 15th June 1964. 
The section through Alton Towers was reduced to single track from August 1964 and closed 
to all traffic on 4th January 1965. The section from Oakamoor Sand Siding to Leekbrook 
Junction remained open for sand traffic until this ceased, the last train running on 30th 
August 1988. The line was officially closed on 17th May 1993. However, it is now being 
reopened by the North Staffordshire Railway Company (1978) Ltd as a preserved steam 
railway and we can only hope that one day trains might again arrive and depart from Alton 
Towers station. 
 
The station itself was acquired by the Landmark Trust and converted in 1972 into holiday 
accommodation sleeping up to six people. 
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Trentham Gardens Branch 
 
Trentham Hall was first served by a station on the North Staffordshire Railway between 
Norton Bridge and Stoke. This line opened on 17th April 1848, Trentham station opened a 
few years later, its construction being authorised in 1851. It was a three storey building in 
some ways similar to Alton station.  
 
The branch line to Trentham Gardens was authorised on 21st August 1907 and the 1 mile 14 
chains long line opened on 1st April 1910. The terminus was called Trentham Park until 7th 
October 1946, when it was renamed Trentham Gardens.  
 
At first regular services ran morning and evening, with extra trains in the summer and on 
Sundays for people visiting the Gardens. By 1927 the branch was only served on Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays for those going to the Gardens, but this service ceased in September 
of that year. A summer Sunday and Bank Holiday service was restarted in 1935 and this ran 
until 10th September 1939. Occasional Bank Holiday and other special workings then 
continued until closure on 1st October 1957. The last train actually having ran on 31st August 
1957. Trentham station on the main line closed on 2nd March 1964. 
 
 
Summary of Appendix Seven 
 
 

Station Opened 
Closed 

(Passengers) 
Closed 
 (All) 

Notes 

Alton 
(Renamed Alton Towers 

1/54) 
13/7/1849 7/11/60 4/1/65 1 

Trentham Park 
(Renamed Trentham 

Gardens 7/10/46) 
1/4/10 1926 1/10/57 2 

 
 
Notes: 
1. Closed to regular passenger trains 7/11/60, closed to workman's trains 4/1/65. Closed for 

goods traffic 4/5/64. 
2. Closed to regular daily passenger trains 1926, closed for seasonal and special workings 

1/10/57. Last train ran 31/8/57. 
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Alton Towers station viewed from the road overbridge. The buildings have been carefully 
restored and now form a holiday home. The trackbed, now a path, is rather overgrown. 

(P Scott. 4/11/97) 
 

 

The entrance gate house to the Towers adjacent to Alton Towers station. The Earl would 
have used this when travelling by train. The present day entrance is further up the road.  

The photograph is taken from almost the same point as the view of the station. 
(P Scott. 4/11/97) 
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Appendix Eight 
 
Cadeby Light Railway 
 
To complete the story we must return to Chapter One and Lilleshall Hall. Here we left 1695 
the 1928 built 0-4-0 loco in store, on its own, after the departure of 1769 and the coaches to 
Alton Towers in October 1952. 
 
The story of the Cadeby Light Railway, is really the story of one man – "Teddy" Boston. 
Edwin Richard Boston was born in Solihull in 1924 and educated at Gresham's School; Jesus 
College, Cambridge and Lincoln Theological College. He became Rector of Cadeby and 
Vicar of Sutton Cheney in 1960. Cadeby is a small village located about one mile south of 
Market Bosworth in Leicestershire. After consideration of 7¼" gauge and dismissing it on 
grounds of cost, Teddy Boston settled on narrow gauge for a railway in the grounds of the 
then new Rectory. The first item of motive power the Reverend Boston obtained (in May 
1962) was "Pixie" a Bagnall saddle tank No.2090, built in 1919. He then set about building 
the railway. The Cadeby Light Railway, then only part complete, opened on 7th April 1963. 
The first passengers being carried in May of that year. Located at SK426023 the line is U-
shaped, 110 yards in length.  
 
A young Teddy Boston visited Lilleshall Hall when the railway was running, and on the 
occasion of his visit, 1695 was working the trains. It was the very first narrow gauge 
locomotive he ever saw! Therefore, when the loco was "re-discovered" and mentioned in the 
Narrow Gauge News, it was hardly surprising that Teddy Boston sought out and purchased 
the locomotive from Mrs Ford. The price was thought to be about £25. 1695 was removed 
from its resting place of 27½ years on Saturday 6th May 1967 and was taken to the Cadeby 
Light Railway. As at Lilleshall the locomotive proved very hard to start and was nicknamed 
"The Terror". This name was taken from Psalm 91: "The Terror that walketh in darkness" as 
it was always dark before the engine was going! In the early years of the Cadeby Light 
Railway 1695 saw occasional service on the railway, but has not seen any regular use for 
some years. 
 
As well as the Cadeby Light Railway, Teddy Boston built a large OO gauge model railway 
and he had an interest in all things steam - road, rail or water. He even owned a canal narrow 
boat, which had a model railway on board! Sadly Teddy Boston passed away on 1st April 
1986; his widow Audrey and a team of volunteers keeping the narrow gauge railway he built 
operational. 
 
John Lucas, a long standing volunteer at Cadeby, purchased 1695 from Audrey Boston on 1st 
April 1995. Although still operable, the locomotive is badly in need of body repairs after 
years of open storage at Cadeby. It still retains its original Baguley petrol engine; the only 
steam outline loco built by the Baguley companies to do so. 
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1695 being removed from its resting place of 27½ years – a garage at Lilleshall Hall.  
The locomotive is on a trailer ready for the journey to Cadeby. 

(C Pealling. 6/5/67) 

 

1695 in the locomotive sidings on the Cadeby Light Railway. As can be seen the bodywork 
is in poor condition, however hopefully it will be restored to run again. 1695 was 70 years old 

at Easter 1998 and was probably the first 2 foot gauge "steam outline" locomotive. 
(J Scott. 26/4/97) 
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